Palmyra

Newsletter of the Hartley College Past Pupils Association
New South Wales Branch, Australia

September 2004
From the Editors desk...

Dear friends,

Welcome to the first edition of Palmyra for 2004/05. This is a mini-edition with the main
purpose of informing our membership about the 3™ annual cricket match between Hartley
HCPPA NSW and Jaffna Hindu College OBA NSW on 3 October 2004 at the Crestwood

Reserve, Baulkham Hills. Please refer to Page 4 of this Newsletter for full
details.

COMMITTEE MATTERS

The Committee wishes to acknowledge the
tireless efforts by the Secretary in organising
and successfully completing Books Parcel
Program to our alma mater. He wishes to
emphasis that the program is an on-going one
and requests continuous contributions
towards the program.

DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSLETTERS

You could assist us by providing your email
addresses so that we can distribute our
quarterly Newsletters electronically to you.
Could you please send your email address to:
kanesh(@sai-global.com if you are happy to
receive e-Newsletter and save costs on
printing and distribution.

EVENTS

Family Day & Cricket Match (Page 4 for details) 3 October 2004

Family Get-together & BBQ March 2005

Fund Raising — Screening of a Tamil Movie November/December 2004
AGM & Annual Dinner 23 July 2005

Kanesh Kaneshalingam
Acting Editor.



HARTLEY COLLEGE
(POINT PEDRO)

PAST PUPILS’ ASSOCIATION

NSW Branch, Australia

4, Harcourt Close, Castle Hill NSW 2154, AUSTRALIA

Telephone: (02) 9894 9861 Business: (02) 9644 0299
President: Charles Somasundram Secretary: K Paskarajothy
Treasurer: K Visakulan

My fellow Hartleyites,

Thank you for electing me to the post of president for the year 2004/05. I am humbled by the
trust and confidence you have placed in me. I shall carry out my responsibility to the best of
my ability.

New Committee

The 2004/05 committee has been rejuvenated by the participation of three new enthusiastic
members. Already they are out there canvassing for Life Membership and investigating and
formulating strategies for our fund raising projects for the current year.

News from the Trust

I received communication from the Trust informing the successful negotiation of funding by
the Provincial Council for the following projects:

e New Library Building

e Furniture for the Library
We have received a list of projects for our consideration. In view of the size of our
Association we can only undertake to fund small projects. Your management committee is
looking in to the possibility of funding the purchase of furniture to the laboratories or the
procurement of teaching aids. Either project will cost us in the region of $3,000 to $4,000.
We will contact you shortly on this matter.

We also received confirmation from the Deputy Principal, Mr. N.Gunaseelan that the
electrical wiring for the Physics Laboratory project funded by our branch is complete.

Annual Cricket Match with Jaffna Hindu College

You may recall that our team won the challenge cup last year. The Hindu College past pupils
are planning to take the cup away from us by winning the match on 3 October. I would like to
see many of you turning up to cheer our team encouraging them to give a good fight and
retain the trophy.

With kind regards

Charles Somasundram
President



Treasurer’s Report .....

Dear friends,

Financial highlights of the Year 2004/2005

1. We have re-launched a life membership drive in the current year (2004/2005)
and have seen several members expressing their interest in becoming
members. Already four new life members have joined us and fifteen annual
members have paid their subscription. Money collected towards the
membership subscription in this year amounts to $450

2. We have decided to keep the life membership fees in a fixed deposit account
in order to hold this as a reserve not available for appropriation and to get a
reasonable return on the investment. We have opened a fixed deposit account
at St George bank and transferred $5,000 in September 2004. This is yielding
an interest of 5% per annum. The return is sufficient to meet the monthly
running expenses such as postage and stationary.

3. Eight boxes of books have been sent to Hartley College Library. A shipping
charge of $160 was incurred. Our secretary Paskarajothy managed to negotiate
a concessionary deal as it is a school project.

4. To facilitate the transactions between the members and the association, please
find our bank account details listed below

HCPPA

St. George Bank
A/C 109 066 062
BSB 112 879

K. Visakulan
Treasurer

Jim and Edna were both patients in a mental hospital.

One day while they were walking past the hospital swimming pool, Jim suddenly jumped into the deep
end. He sank to the bottom of the pool and stayed there. Edna promptly jumped in to save him. She
swam to the bottom and pulled Jim out. When the medical director became aware of Edna's heroic act
he immediately ordered her to be discharged from the hospital, as he now considered her to be mentally
stable.

When he went to tell Edna the news he said, "Edna, I have good news and bad news. The good news is
you're being discharged; since you were able to rationally respond to a crisis by jumping in and saving
the life of another patient, I have concluded that your act displays sound mindedness.

The bad news is, Jim, the patient you saved, hanged himself right after you saved him with his bathrobe
belt in the bathroom. I am so sorry, but he's dead."

Edna replied "How soon can I go home doctor? And, by the way, Jim didn't hang himself; I only put
him there to dry"



HARTLEY COLLEGE PAST PUPILS ASSOCIATION
NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH, AUSTRALIA

President: Charles Somasundaram Phone: (02) 9894 9861
Secretary: K. Paskarajothy Phone: (02) 9638 1380
Treasurer: K. Visakulan Phone: (02) 9622 1767

314 Annual Cricket Match between Hartley HCPPA NSW and
Jaffna Hindu College OBA NSW

3" Annual Cricket Match between Hartley and Jaffna Hindu College OBAs will be
held on Sunday the 3rd of October 2004.

Please come along with your family and enjoy an interesting outing. We need as
many members and their families as possible to support our cricket team retaining
the trophy.

The details of the event are as follows:

Date: 31 of October 2004
Time: 9.30am to 2.00pm

Venue: CRESTWOOD RESERVE, BAULKHAM HILLS
- (UBD 170F5)

The entrance is between Boonal Street and Kalimna Drive on PEEL
ROAD, Baulkham Hills.

Please bring some cooked food and enjoy a fellowship meal.
BBQ facilities available.
Washroom facilities available.

The event will end with a prize giving ceremony.

Trophies and prizes will be awarded to the winning team, the best
bowler and best batsman.



J/HARTLEY COLLEGE (POINT PEDRO, Sri Lanka)
PAST PUPILS ASSOCIATION, NSW BRANCH
CONSTITUTION

(Unanimously Adopted at the Special General Meeting held on 10 July 2004)

1. Name

The name of the Association shall be Hartley College (Point Pedro, Sri Lanka) Past
Pupils Association, NSW Branch.

2. Aims & Objectives

To foster and maintain fellowship amongst the past pupils of Hartley College, Point
Pedro, Sri Lanka.

To assist students at Hartley College, Point Pedro in maintaining and improving the
standards set in the past.

To maintain links with present College authorities and students and obtain
information on the requirements of financial assistance required for the development
of the College.

To raise funds through donations from it's members and well-wishers, organised
concerts and cultural functions, and other activities for the purpose of meeting the
aims and objectives stated in articles 2b, and 2e.

To provide financial and material assistance to build, rebuild, renovate, expand or
set-up, 1) library, ii) classrooms, iii) science, language and computer laboratories, iv)
woodwork, metal work, and handicraft workshops and v) sports and recreational
facilities at Hartley College, Point Pedro.

To maintain links with similar Associations of Past Pupils of Hartley College in other
parts of the world.

To associate with other organisations of past pupils of Colleges of Sri Lanka, with
similar objectives, based in Sydney.

Generally, to do, to engage in and execute all such other acts, deeds or things as
are or may be necessary for or incidental or conducive to the attainment of the
objectives of the Association.

3. Membership & Subscriptions

a)

Membership shall be open to all past students, teachers and non-tutorial staff of
Hartley College now resident in NSW and ACT and also resident in other states of
Australia who do not have access to join as a member of a HCPPA in the state
where he/she resides.

Categories of Members and Membership Fees

0] Ordinary Members
The annual subscription for ordinary members shall be $10.00 per
member and this sum may be increased or decreased from time to
time by the Committee of Management.

(i) Life Members
The life membership shall be $100.00 per person and this sum may be
increased or decreased from time to time by the Committee of
Management.

Committee of Management

The affairs of the Association shall be managed by the Committee of
Management.

The Committee of Management shall consist of a President, Vice President,
Honourable Secretary, Treasurer, Social Secretary and two (2) Committee
members, all of whom shall be members of the Association.

The Committee of Management shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting
and shall hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.



d) No member of the management committee shall be appointed to any salaried
office of the organisation or any office of the organisation paid by fees, and no
remuneration or other benefit in money or money's worth shall be given by the
organisation to any member of the management committee; except payment of
out-of-pocket expenses, interest at a rate not exceeding interest at the rate for
the time being charged by the bankers in Sydney for money lent to the
organisation and reasonable and proper rent for premises let to the
organisation.

e) In the event of death or resignation of an elected committee member, the
committee of management may nominate a current member of the association
to carry out the functions until a new committee member is elected by the
association. At any time the number of such nominated committee member
shall not exceed two.

5. (a) Patron
The Principal of the College shall ex-officio be the Patron of the Association.
(b) Vice Patron

The Association shall have minimum two (2) and maximum five (5). Vice Patrons.
The management committee shall select them from the life members. They will hold
office for five (5) years. They are entitled to attend the management committee
meetings as advisers / observers only and shall have no voting rights at the
meetings. In the event of physical incapacity, death, resignation or expiry of the term
of five (5) years , the management committee shall appoint another life member of the
Association or reappoint the same member for a further period of five (5) years.

6. Auditor

An auditor shall be appointed at the Annual General Meeting to audit and report on the
accounts of the Association and shall hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.

7. Meetings

a) Meetings of the Association and the Committee of Management shall be convened
by the Secretary or by the President as and when found necessary. Three weeks
notice shall be given to all members.

b) The Annual General Meeting shall be held in the second weekend in February of
each year or as early as possible thereafter.

c) Special General Meetings shall be convened by the Secretary on a requisition
signed by one third (1/3) the number of members on roll or 15, whichever is less.

d) The quorum for all meetings shall be one third (1/3) the number of members on roll
or 15, whichever is less.

e) The Agenda for the AGM shall include:

0] Presentation of minutes of the previous AGM.

(i) Presentation of the Annual Report of the Committee of Management
and the annual audited statement of accounts for the year ending
January of the year.

(iii) Election of a Committee of Management.

(iv) Election of an Auditor.

(v) Any other business of which due notice has been given to the
Secretary.

8. Funds

a) Funds of the Association shall be maintained in two accounts namely "Hartley
College Past Pupils Association, NSW Branch" and "Hartley College Development
Fund" with a recognised financial institution as found appropriate by the Committee
of Management. The Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining these accounts
of the Association.

b) The funds of the Association shall be derived from subscriptions, donations and
such other sources as the Committee of Management determines and in a manner
not inconsistent with the objectives of the Association.



c) The funds derived from subscriptions (membership fee) shall be maintained in the
"Hartley College Past Pupils Association, NSW Branch" account and shall be used
for the day to day running of the Association.

d) The funds derived from donations and other sources as the Committee of
Management determines shall be maintained in the "Hartley College Development
Fund" account and shall be used for the development of Hartley College, Point
Pedro, Sri Lanka.

e) The funds of the Association shall be applied only for the promotion of the objectives
of the Association.

f) The funds shall not be paid to or distributed amongst present or past members of
the Association under any circumstances.

9. Amendments to the Constitution

a) Amendment to the constitution shall be considered only when presented as a
resolution at an Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting at which at
least two fifths (2/5) of the members on roll are present and passed by a majority of
at least two thirds (2/3) of members voting for the resolution.

b) If the required two fifths (2/5) of members on roll are not present at the meeting
where the resolution for amendment to the Constitution is presented, the resolution
shall be reconsidered at an adjourned meeting specially convened for the purpose.
At the reconvened meeting, the stipulation regarding the presence of two fifths (2/5)
of members on roll shall not operate.

c) The minister of the crown for the time being administering the Charitable Collections
Act, 1934 shall be notified of the amendment and such amendment shall not be
effective unless the minister has signified his/her approval to such amendment
being made.

10. Dissolution

a) In the event of dissolution, the surplus assets of the Association shall be credited to
the benefit of Hartley College, Point Pedro or to an approved charity that is a
registered or exempt charity.

b) The Association can only be wound up by three fourths (3/4) of the members on roll
deciding to do so at a Special General Meeting.

WHEN A MAN SAID THE RIGHT THING

Marty wakes up at home with a huge hangover.

He forces himself to open his eyes, and the first thing he sees is a couple of aspirins and a glass of water
on the side table. He sits down and sees his clothing in front of him, all clean and pressed. Marty looks

around the room and sees that it is in perfect order, spotless, clean. So's the rest of the house.

He takes the aspirins and notices a note on the table "Honey, breakfast is on the stove, I left early to go
shopping. Love you."

So he goes to the kitchen and sure enough there is a hot breakfast and the morning newspaper. His son
is also at the table, eating.

Marty asks, "Son, what happened last night?"

His son says, "Well, you came home after 3 A.M., drunk and delirious. Broke some furniture, puked in
the hallway, and gave yourself a black eye when you stumbled into the door."

Confused, Marty asks, "So, why is everything in order and so clean, and breakfast is on the table
waiting for me?"

His son replies, "Oh I don’t know! Mom just dragged you to the bedroom, and when she tried to take
your pants off, you said, "Lady, leave me alone, I'm married'!"



HARTLEY COLLEGE

PAST PUPILS ASSOCIATION NSW BRANCH
SYDNEY AUSTRALIA

MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 10™
JULY 2004
AT GRANTHAM CHURCH HALL, SEVEN HILLS

The president Mr Sugumar chaired the meeting. The recorded attendance was 46
members. Chief Guest Mr Karunakaran was invited to join the meeting.

1. CHAIRMAN ‘S WELCOME ADDRESS

President Mr Sugumar welcomed the members and expressed his delight and
expressed his happiness to see 46 Hartleites. He thanked all the committee
members and their families for having worked on the PPAs activities during this
year. He paid special tributes to late Mr Balakrishnan. He also thanked the
membership for supporting the committee during the year.

2. PRESENTATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE TWELTH ANNUAL GENARAL MEETING

Secretary Mr Paskarajothy presented the minutes of the 12" annual general
meeting held on 9 July 2003 at Grantham Church Hall, Seven Hills. Members
adopted the minutes as correct record of the meeting. Proposed by Mr Karunakaran
and seconded by Dr Thavaseelan

3. PRESENTATION OF THE AUDITED FINANCIAL REPORT

Mr. Charles Somasundarm Treasurer presented the audited financial report for the
financial year ended 30 June 2004. He explained the revenues, expenses and the
surplus for the year. He said the membership income is not coming through and
asked the members to pay in as life members. He also said that the life members
fund are not available for operating expenses and the branch needs to raise some
funds from some other activities. Members adopted the financial report. Proposed
by Mr Elango and seconded by Mr. Selvarajah.

4. ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE 2004 -2005

Mr Sugumar invited proposals for the position of the president for 2004. He said
that he wishes to pass on the committee to younger generations.

Membership elected the positions as below.

President: Mr. Charls Somasundaram
Proposed by: Mr. P. Elango

Seconded by: Mr. Kaneshalingam

Vice President: Mr. Kaneshalingam
Proposed: Mr. P. Elango

Seconded Mr. V. Sundaravel




Secretary: Mr. K. Paskarajothy
Proposed: Mr. V. Sugumar
Seconded: Mr. N. Karunakaran
Joint Secretary: Mr. G. Thirukumaran
Proposed: Mr. P. Elango
Seconded: Mr. S. Subenthiran
Social Secretary: Mr. D. Rajasingam
Proposed: Mr. G. Thirukumaran
Seconded: Mr. K. Selvarajah
Treasurer: Mr. K. Visakulan
Proposed: Mr. G Thirukumaran
Seconded: Mr. D. Rajasingam
Editor: Mr. Dr. V. Vasanthakumar
Proposed: Mr. K. Kaneshalingam
Seconded: Mr. Dr. Thava Seelan
Committee members: Mr. K. Manamohan
Proposed: Mr. D. Rajasingam
Seconded: Mr. P. Elango
Committee members: Mr. S. Gnanasundaram
Proposed: Mr. P. Elango
Seconded: Mr. D. Rajasingam
Committee members: Mr. K. Selvarajah
Proposed: Mr. V. Sugumar
Seconded: Mr. P. Elango

5. AUDITOR

The floor unanimously elected Mr. P.Arunodayam as the auditor for the next
financial year. Proposed by K. Kaneshalingam and seconded by Mr V. Sundaravel

6. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
EXTENDING MEMBERSHIP TO HARLEYITES LIVING IN AUSTRALIA BUT VICTORIA

It was resolved to amend the constitution to extend membership to Hartleyites
living in Australia but away from Victoria. Mr Elango explained the proposal. Dr. V.
Vasanthakumar stated that a similar works in Canada and America.

Mr. C. Paheerathan asked whether there would be difficulties in communication.
Mr Elango explained that they will be included in the mailing list and wher ever
possible in email. The amendment was adopted. Proposed by Mr Elango and
seconded by Mr Kaneshalingam.

POSITION OF VICE PATRONS

President asked the membership to support an amendment to the constitution. This
amendment is to add five positions of vice patrons. The position is for a period of



five year period. This is similar to how Colombo and Canada branch operates. Mr Sri
Anandarajah wanted the reasons for the proposals. Mr Elango said that the
positions provide guidance and advice to the committee. He further explained that
the Vice Patrons will be part of the committee but have no vote. The amendment
was passed by the membership. Proposed by Mr. Sugumar and seconded by Mr
Srianandaraja.

EXPANDING OBJECTIVES

President requested an amendment to expand the objectives in the constitution to
provide humanitarian assistance to others and other institutions in Sri lanka. Mr
Paheerathan said that expanding the objectives outside Hartley brings in
difficulties in managing the branch. He suggested to leave the focus on Hartley
only. Mr S. Srianandarajah also spoke saying that it is better to keep the focus
towards Hartley. The president therefore dropped the proposal.

7.ANY OTHER BUISNESS

Mr. Sri Anandarajah Congratulated Mr. V. Sugumar for his excellent service and
requested for big hand.

Mr. C. Paheerathan suggested an increase of the membership to $25. But Mr
Sriskandaraja explained that there was no notice. Therefore this proposal is moved
for consideration for 2005 AGM.

Mr. James Sugumar then handed the chair to Mr Charls Somasundaram and
congratulated the incoming committee. He said that he had an excellent
relationship with the committee members and that will continue with Mr
Somasundaram. Mr. Charles Somasundaram thanked the members for electing him
as president. He pledged his full dedication to the branch to achieve many more
goals.

As there were any more issues raised the president thanked all the members and
declared the meeting close at 9-15pm.

Minutes Recorded by
K. Paskarajothy.
Declaratory

10" July 2004

A man was tired of being bossed around by his wife; so he went to a psychiatrist. The psychiatrist said
he needed to build his self-esteem, and so gave him a book on assertiveness, which he read on the way
home.

He had finished the book by the time he reached his house.

The man stormed into the house and walked up to his wife. Pointing a finger in her face, he said, "From
now on, I want you to know that - I - am the man of this house, and my word is law! I want you to
prepare me a gourmet meal tonight, and when I'm finished eating my meal, I expect a sumptuous dessert
afterward. Then, after dinner, you're going to draw me my bath so I can relax. And, when I'm finished
with my bath, guess who's going to dress me and comb my hair?"

"The f**king funeral director," said his wife.



Appreciations

MR. GAJENDRAN BALASINGHAM

A prominent Old Hartleyite, Mr. Gajendran Balasingham, passed away on sixteenth
of July, this year, following a brief illness. His funeral took place three days later at
the Kanatta cemetery, Colombo.

He leaves behind his wife Dr. Saraswathy and sons Kishan and Dharshan.

Gajendran joined Hartley as a student in 1958, soon after the communal disturbances.
He lived at Manthikai with his maternal grandfather, the much revered
Manickavasagar , the registrar and the Chairman of the Puloly Village Council . His
classmates included P. Elango ( Australia), my cousin S. Sabapathipillai ( Canada) ,
Santhiranantha Ratnarajah ( Australia)and Jeyakumar Pooranampillai ( Peradeniya,
Sri Lanka), son of ‘KP’. For his age, he was a tall and strongly built lad. In his class
he looked more like a ‘Giant’ among ° Lilliputians’! The exception being
Chandrapalan Arnold ( Colombo), who was lean and tall .

He was my team-mate at cricket in 1959 and 1960. As a cricketer he was enormously
talented. Gajendran was a lively person, who loved to narrate stories and also tease
the fellow team-mates. At Hartley, he was a very popular person among the students.
In 1962 he captained the Hartley College Cricket Team. The same year he was
adjudged as the best School Cricketer of the North. He won the Ceylon Schools Best
All-rounder Prize, the President’s Cup and was appointed as the vice-captain of the
Ceylon Schools Cricket Team that toured Australia.

After leaving Hartley he joined St.Thomas College, Mount Lavinia and excelled in
cricket as a fast bowler. After leaving school he became a tea planter and thereafter
went into tea brokering business. (Contributed by N.Karunakaran)

Dr Nadarasa Rajamanikkam

Dr Rajamanikkam passed away peacefully on the 13th of August 2004, in
Sydney. He was born on 03 March 1921 and grew up in Viyaparimoolai, Point Pedro.
Dr Rajamanikkam studied at Hartley College in 1930’s and persued his medical
training in Colombo Medical College in the early 1940’s.

After completing his training he worked as a registered medical practitioner in
Trincomalee, the Hill country, and Colombo. He returned to Point Pedro and
continued in government service between 1971 and 1975. Dr Rajamanikkam then
retired from government services and worked privately in his own practice “People
Dispensary” in Point Pedro where he was popularly known to many of us. In 1992 he
closed his dispensary due to the escalating civil unrest and moved to Trincomalee
until his wife and he were reunited with their two daughters in Sydney in 1996.

Dr Rajamanikkam was well-known for his kindness, skillful medical care and
humbleness. He is survived by his wife Mrs Balambikai Rajamanikkam, daughters
Jamuna and Saroja and son Dr Anantharajah who is also an old Hartleyite.

May God rest his soul (Contributed by Dr.S.Thava Seelan)
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