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From the Editors desk… 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Welcome to the second edition of Palmyra for 2003/04.  In this edition we are sad to inform the 
unexpected and untimely passing away of our vice president Mr.V.Balakrishnan.  
 
We are pleased to inform our quick response to one of our fellow hartleyites Leo S Arul Gnanarajah 
who needed financial help to pay for urgent surgery in Colombo. Communications between our alma 
mater and the Committee is on the improve and we are pleased to publish monthly reports sent by the 
Principal. More reports are available at http://www.hartleycollege.org/hweb/news/dailydiary. 
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12 April 2004 
 
vd; ,dpa rf khztHfNs! 
 
I wish to inform the membership a few matters that have come up over the past few
months. 
 
First and foremost, as you are aware we bade our final farewell to our dear friend and the
vice president of the branch Mr V Balakrishanan. Our thoughts are with Bala’s wife and
children. We have written to you separately about a proposal to show our appreciation of
his contributions to the branch/college. 
 
We received an urgent funding appeal for Mr Leo Gnanaraj’s kidney transplant surgery. He
was a Hartleyite and was at a hospital in Colombo. The family was desperate and made
appeals to all past pupils associations. On the basis of humanity, the committee collected 
and forwarded over $1,700 to this medical emergency within two weeks. It is very gratifying
to see the kind heartedness of our membership. A big “Thank You” for all contributors. 
 
During the past six months Mr Paskarajothy and Dr Thavaseelan visited the college and met 
the principal, teachers and students. They report that the school is now able to function
with lesser interruptions and the students are able to concentrate a little better than prior
years. Paulpillai House (not Sherrad !) won the athletic meet for 2004. More details and
photographs of the College/Functions will be included in our souvenir for 2004. Dr Seelan
will provide a brief video presentation on the college at the Annual Dinner.    
 
The Annual get-together and cricket match with Jaffna Hindu College was a success. The
Jaffna Hindu membership appreciated our participation. We plan to have this annual event
in October 2004.  
 
As we advised earlier, the Annual Dinner and AGM will be held on Saturday, 10 July 2004 at 
Grantham Hall at Seven Hills. We hope to have Mr T E Anandaraja, retired Inspector General
of Police of Srilanka as our Chief Guest for the event.    
 
Finally, I would like to thank the committee members and spouses for their continued
support in organising the activities of our branch. So long Bala. 
 
ed;wp fye;j tzf;fj;Jld; 
 
tbNtY RFkhh; 
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28 March 2004 

 
OUR DEAR FRIEND BALA 

 
So joyous and pleasant mannerisms distinguished Bala in his dealings with the members of our 
committee. Bala was the vice president for the past two years and was an executive member 
previously. He was an active participant in every facet of our activities. He served the past pupils 
association with distinction. 
 
There was no doubt that he was a simple person always wanting to help the less fortunate ones. He 
was so keen on the plight of the present pupils at Hartley College, he took his personal time to visit the 
school during the trouble time. He was so touched by the sufferings of the children in Jaffna he 
convinced the committee to raise immediate funding for the school. 
 
Strong minded right to the last hour, he was extremely keen that he set a good example to others in 
delivering timely deeds to the deserving kids. At heart he was a modest and gracious man who did 
many accomplishments and there was kindness in abundance in all his work. 
 
He believed in a united Thamil community and contributed in many ways in upholding the Thamil 
values. He relished the Thamil language and introduced Thamil Valthu at our events. 
 
Bala is a very public spirited person and it is amazing how he found time for all his activities in 
addition to looking after his young family. He persistently displayed a keenness to take on additional 
duties and responsibilities.  His pleasing personality and smiley face endeared him to many. 
 
We are deeply moved by his commitment to host our November 20003 committee meeting at his 
residence despite his illness. We salute his dedication to public service.  
 
In addition to his family and friends we too will sadly miss him.  
 
May God provide the strength and support to his wife and children. 

 



The Hartley College Corporate Plan 
 
Recently M Nadarajasundaram – President PPA, Point Pedro prepared and circulated a draft  
corporate plan for further discussion and brainstorming by various Past Pupils Associations 
(PPA).  
 
A corporate plan is an in-depth analysis and study of where we are now and where we want to 
be in the medium to long term and how we are going to get there. The timing of the release of 
the plan is very appropriate following the formation of the Trust Body representing all PPAs.  
 
In this context the use of an effective planning tool like a corporate plan is the right way 
forward in our endeavours to restore the pride of our Alma Mater. We thank Mr 
Nadarajasundaram for this. 
 
In the fundamental analysis a detailed study of the following areas was undertaken: 
 

Vision, Mission, and Objectives; 
Strength/Weakness/Opportunities/Threats (SWOT) Analysis 

 
Following the study  the plan identified the ‘gap’ between the present state of affairs at 
Hartley College and our desired position and standing as a successful educational institution 
in the Vadamarachy area. 
  
In order to address the ‘gap’ the author Nadarajasundaram has drawn up a collection of 
strategies and action plans under the following headings for further evaluation and comments.   
 

1. Physical resource development 
 

2. Improving educational facilities for students 
 

3. Reorganising sports facilities 
 

4. Improving co-curricular activities 
 

5. Developing a fully equipped Information Technology Centre 
 

6. Awarding scholarship to students 
 

7. Improving pupils / staff relationship 
 

8. School community development 
 

9. Staff development 
 
The corporate plan is being reviewed by the committee.  The size of the draft plan (45 pages) 
does not permit us to reproduce the document in full. However anyone who would be 
interested in reviewing and making a positive contribution towards the review process is 
invited to contact the President to have access to the document. 



 2nd Annual Cricket Match and get-together 
 
The 2nd Annual Cricket Match and Family get-together organised jointly by HCPPA NSW 
and Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association was held on the 12th of October 2003 at 
Crestwood Reserve in Baulkham Hills. 
 
 
 

 
 

Our team (with Karu – the neutral umpire) 
 
 
HCPPA NSW won the cricket match easily by 54 runs. Hartley scored 101 in their allotted 25 
overs and Jaffna Hindu old boys managed to score only 47 runs. 
 
Hartley captain Manimaran and Jaffna Hindu Captain Mahinthan agreed to play a 25 over 
match with 5 over limitation per bowler. It was also agreed that batsmen retire when they 
reach 30 runs. Manimaran won the toss and elected to bat first. 
 
Krishnakumaran and Manimaran opened the batting. Krishnakumaran steadied the Hartley 
batting line up with a very well compiled 21 runs. Thavalingam scored a fine 19. 
Gowrishankar took 4 wickets for Jaffna Hindu.  
 
The event was well attended by Jaffna Hindu Old Boys and their families. Attendance from 
our side was a bit disappointing. The children played various games and enjoyed the beautiful 
Crestwood Park setting. 
 
Members and their families shared the delicious food they brought along with the BBQ. 
Thanks to the members who sacrificed watching the cricket match and spent their time 
preparing BBQ meals. 



 
 

 
 

Hartley family and friends having their meals … 
 
Play resumed after lunch, with Illankumaran and Senthuran opening the batting for Jaffna 
Hindu old boys. Kandeepan and Thavalingam bowled superbly for Hartley. 
Wickets started falling regularly and Jaffna Hindu Old Boys were all out for 47. 
 
Mr.James Sugumar and Mr.Bala Muhunthan congratulated the Hartley team.  
They extended their gratitude to both the teams and umpires Mr. Karunaharan and Mr.Kuru 
for participating in the event. 



 
 

Winners are grinners …… 
 
The Challenge Trophy was awarded to the Hartley captain. Krishnakumaran and Kandeepan 
of Hartley took away the best batsman and best bowler awards respectively. 

 
 

Captain with the trophy …. 
We look forward to have a more eventful and well attended annual get-together next year. 
 
Compiled by G.Thirukumaran 



From the Treasurer’s desk…….. 
 

Leo S Arul Gnanarajah’s medical fund appeal 
 
We raised $1,720 within a week following an appeal made to save the young would be 
graduate and Hartleyite S Leo Arul Gnanarajah . On 8 March 2004 a Telegraphic Transfer 
was sent to Leo’s bank account in Colombo. A sum of  SR Rupees 125,000 was safely 
received by Leo. A member of the Colombo HCPPA acknowledged the receipt of money. 
 
Twenty three members from the Hartley College Past Pupils Association – NSW and two 
non-Hartleyites contributed towards this request to save a young deserving graduate’s life 
whose kidneys failed one after another. Guna Thirukumaran undertook the marathon 
campaign on behalf of the association and did a splendid job. 
 
A big “Thank You” for all those who contributed and our appreciation to Thiru.. 
 
Charles Somasundram 
 
  
 
 

td;dpf;F xU tp[ak;td;dpf;F xU tp[ak;td;dpf;F xU tp[ak;td;dpf;F xU tp[ak;    
 

2003k; Mz;L Ig;grp fhh;j;jpifapy; jkpoh; xUq;fpizg;Gf; FOtpd; Ntz;LNfhspw;F 
mika> td;dp nghd;dk;gyk; itj;jparhiyf;F mT];jpNuypahtpypUe;J Ie;J 
nfhs;fyd;fspy; mDg;gg;gl;l itj;jpa cgfuzq;fisAk; NtW ehLfspypUe;J 
te;jpUe;j cgfuzq;fisAk; nghUj;jp mikj;J cjtTk; mtw;wpy; Vw;gl;l 
gpiofis jpUj;jp mikf;fTk; ehd; td;dp nrd;W te;Njd;.  me;j fhyfl;lj;jpy; 
vq;fs; `hl;yp fy;Yhupf;Fk; nrd;W te;Njd;.  me;j mDgtq;fis cq;fSld; 
gfph;e;J nfhs;Sk; vz;zj;jpy; ,f;fl;Liuia vOJfpNwd;. 
 
nghd;dk;gyk; itj;jparhiy xU jdpahh; kUj;Jtkid. MdhYk; $l twpath; 
vd;why; Kw;wpYk; ,ytrkhfNt itj;jpak; nra;Ak; xU epiyak;. Fiwe;j 
mstpyhd cgfuzq;fis itj;Jnfhz;L ngupa mstpyhd Nrit nra;Ak; xU 
epiyak;;. ,q;F ,g;NghJ etPd cgfuzq;fis ntspehl;by; thOk; jkpoh;fspd; 
cjtpAld; nfhs;tdT nra;J nghUj;jp tUfpwhh;fs;. mT];jpNuypahjhd; ,e;j 
cjtpapy; Kd;zzpapy; epw;fpwJ. 
 
mLj;jjhf tl;lf;fr;rp fkj;njhopy; epiyaKk; nghUz;khz;kpaKk; mlq;fpa 
Kd;EhW Vf;fh; epygug;gpy; jpl;lkplg;gl;L Muk;gpj;jpUf;Fk; khjpup fkj;njhopy; 
epiyak;; nrd;Nwd;. ,q;Fjhd; `hl;ypfy;Yhupapd; gioa khztdhfpa> vd; 
gs;spNjhod;  K.rpwPjud; mth;fspd; md;gspg;ghd 800 rJu kPw;wh; gug;gsTs;s 
fl;llkhfpa ghy; gjdpLk; epiyak; ,Uf;fpwJ. ,q;F etPdKiwapy; RitA+l;ba 
japh; kw;Wk; ghy;gjdpLk; ,ae;jpuq;fSk; tutiof;fg;gl;L gbg;gbahf 
,aq;fj;njhlq;fpapUf;fpd;wd. ,q;Nf jkpoh; xUq;fpizg;G FO ,af;Fdh; jpU n[fd; 
je;Jtpl;l kz;GO tsh;f;Fk; cgfuzq;fis Kjd;Kjyhf nghUj;jp mtw;wpd; 
nray;Kiw gw;wp tpsf;fpNdd;. mj;NjhL ,q;fpUe;J nfhz;LNghd rpy Gjpa ,d 
tpijfisAk; mwpKfk; nra;Njd;.  ,d;Dk; rpy khjq;fspw;Fs; ,q;fpUe;J etPd 
fdpkuq;fis guPl;rhh;j;jkhf eLtjw;F mDg;g Vw;ghLfis nra;J nfhz;bUf;fpNwhk;.  
mj;NjhL ,q;fpUe;J fkj;njhopy; gw;wpa etPd nray;ghLfs; gw;wpa tpsf;fq;fisAk; 
tPbNah ehlhtpy; gjpT nra;J mDg;GfpNwhk;. 
 
mLj;jjhf ehd; etk; mwpT $lj;jpy; xU fpoik mth;fNshL jq;fp mth;fspw;F 
kpd;dpay; kw;Wk; kpd; Nkhl;lhh;fisAk; jpUj;Jtjw;fhd Kd; gapw;rpj;jpl;lq;fis 



tpsf;fpNdd;. ,q;F jhd; fhag;gl;gth;fis kPs rhjhuz tho;f;iff;F toptFf;Fk; 
gapw;rp jpl;lq;fisAk; nray;gLj;Jfpd;whh;fs;.  ,th;fspw;F Ntz;ba gy cjtpfis 
toq;f jpl;lkpl;bUf;fpd;Nwhk;. 
 
fhh;j;jpif Kjy; thuj;jpy; ,q;fpUe;J Gwg;gl;L rpy ehl;fis Flhehl;bYk; jq;fp 
gyiu re;jpj;Njd;.  `hl;yp fy;Yhupf;Fk; NghapUe;Njd;.  ehd; vd;Dila nrhe;j tPL 
Nghy; vz;zp tsh;e;j fy;Yhup tpLjp jiukl;lkhf ,Ug;gij fz;L ftiyAk; 
NfhgKk; mile;Njd;. `hl;yp fy;Yhupapd; gpd; cs;s xOq;if Kjy; Cupf;fhL 
jhz;l tjpup jpUk;Gk; tPjpapy; rpwpJ Jhuk; Kjy; Kjyhk; FWf;Fj;  njUtiu 
cs;s gpuNjrk; midj;Jk; gpur;ridf;Fupa gpuNjrk;.  Mj;jpab tPjpapy; tpLjpapd; 
thrypd; Kd;jhd; uhZtj;jpd; fhty; muz;. ,q;F flTrPl;il my;yJ milahs 
ml;ilia ifaspj;J tpl;L jhd; cs;Ns Nghf KbAk;;.  %d;W ehl;fspw;F Kd;G 
mDkjpNfhup tpz;zg;gpf;f  Ntz;Lk;.  ehd; jpBnud Nghd gbahy; Kd;ida 
thrpfrhiy elj;Jdh; guNahfn[aKk; mjpgUk; te;J ,uhZtj;jplk; mDkjp 
ngw;Wj;jhd; ehd; vd;Dila ghlrhiyf;F NghfNtz;ba epiy.  mq;F 
eilKiwapy; ,Uf;Fk; epytpguq;fis ghh;j;J mwpe;J nfhz;Nld;.  mth;fspd; 
NjitfisAk; mwpe;J nfhz;Nld;.  mth;fspd; Njitfs; rpytw;iw rpl;dpapYs;s 
gioa khzth; kd;wj;ij jPh;j;J itf;Fk;gb Ntz;bdhh;fs;. 
 
,q;F ehd; gpuahzk; nra;j NghJ fijj;jth;fs; midtUk; (nghd;dk;gyk; 
itj;jparhiy> etk; mwpT$lk;> khjpup fkk;> `hl;yp fy;Yhhp kw;Wk; 
jdpg;gl;lth;fs;) Ntz;LtJ ey;y Gj;jfq;fs; MFk;.  `hl;ypapy; fw;wjpdhy; ey;y 
Gj;jfq;fspd; mUik vdf;F ed;whfNt njhpAk;. td;dpapy; epd;wNghJ ngw;Nwhh; ve;j 
epWtdq;fspd; cjtpAkpd;wp> rpukjhdk; %yk; ghlrhiyfis jpUj;Jk; gzpfspy; 
<LgLtijfz;L te;Njd;.  
 
,ij kdjpy; nfhz;L tpkhdj;jpy; gwf;Fk; NghJ vd; rpe;jidfs; gy Nfhzq;fspy; 
gwe;jd. ehd; vd;Dila fy;Yhupgbg;ig Kbj;Jtpl;L ,yj;jpudpay;;> nghwpapay; 
Jiwapy; Mh;tk; nfhz;L gbf;Fk; NghJ khdpg;ghapy; ,Ue;J gyhypf;F irf;fpspy; 
nrd;W ,yj;jpudpay; gw;wpa Gj;jfq;fis ez;gupd; cjtpNahL tpkhd jsj;jpy; 
ngw;W te;J gbj;Jtpl;L gpd; nfhz;L Ngha; nfhLg;gJ tof;fk;. ,tw;iw vy;yhk; 
kdjpy; nfhz;L ehd; Kbe;jtiu  Gj;jfq;fis mDg;Gtjhf nrhy;ypte;Njd;. gyUk; 
,jid xU nghpa gpur;ridahf nrhd;dhh;fs; vd;gjpid kdjpy; nfhz;L ehd; 
,aYkhdtiu kw;NwhUila Njitf;F kpQ;rpa my;yJ Njit Kbe;j 
,yj;jpudpatpay;> kpd;dpay;> tptrhak;> kUj;Jtk; rhh;e;j Ehy;fis Nrh;j;J 
mDg;Gtjhf jpl;lk; ,l;Ls;Nsd;. mjd; Nghf;fpy; nray;glTk; njhlq;fpapUf;fpNwd;.  
gyuJ xj;Jiog;G %yk; ehd; rpy nghjpfis Vw;fdNt mDg;gptpl;Nld;.  vq;fs; 
fy;YhupapYk; gy  tUlq;fspwpF gpd; xU rpWnjhif Gj;jfq;fs; fpilj;jpUg;gjhf 
nrhd;dhh;fs;.  fy;Yhupf;F Ntz;ba Gj;jfq;fspd; tpguj;ij Nfl;bUf;fpNwd.; me;j 
tpguk; te;jJk; me;j Njitia G+h;j;jp nra;aTk; vz;ZfpNwd;. ,jw;F cq;fs; 
cjtpiaAk; ehLfpNwd;. 
 
gh];fuN[hjp 
(K Paskey) 
 
 
John Howard met The Queen, and he turns round and says: "As I'm the Prime Minister, I'm thinking of changing 
how the country is referred to, and I'm thinking that it should be a Kingdom" 
The Queen replies "I'm sorry Mr Howard, but to be a Kingdom, you have to have a King in charge - and you're 
not a King." 
John Howard thought a while and then said: "How about a Principality then?", 
 
To which the Queen replied "Again, to be a Principality you have to be a Prince - and you're not a Prince, Mr 
Howard". 
John Howard thought long and hard and came up with "How about an Empire then?" 
The Queen, getting a little annoyed by now, replies "Sorry again, Mr Howard, but to be an Empire you must 
have an Emperor in charge - and you are not an Emperor." 
Before John Howard could utter another word, The Queen said: "I think you're doing quite nicely as a Country". 








