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Miss. Bimala Navaratnasingam, the well known Botany teacher, was the honoured Chief Guest at the 12th Annual Hartley Nite held in Scarborough, Toronto, Canada on 11th November 2000. Miss. Navaratnasingam was kind enough to come all the way from UK, where she presently lives, to grace the occasion.  She had been invited to be the Chief Guest on previous occasions,  but the Canadian High commission in the UK had refused her a visa for reasons best known to them. It appears that finally the visa officer could not resist Miss.B’s  “sweet charm” any longer!  Most of the students present at the dinner knew Miss. Navaratnasingam very well, and she as well as the students, were overjoyed at the reunion after almost 30 years! Miss.Navaratnasingam was very fascinated to meet her students who were in their teens when she taught them, now married with children!

Another prominent past teacher at the dinner was Mr.Balasubramanium, who  had just come from Point-Pedro, who delighted the audience with excellent teacher-student jokes. Other well known past teachers of Hartley, present at the occasion were Mr.Atputhanathan (President), Mr.Thigamparalingam,  Mr.Atputharajah and Mr.Blanchard, among others. Miss.Navaratnasingam was also given a special private welcome lunch the next day, by some of her students.

An important event announced on the occasion was the request from Dr.Iswara (USA) to launch the “Biology Atput-Nava Fund” in honour of the immeasurable services rendered by Mr. Atputhanathan and Miss. Navaratnasingam. The fund is to benefit the Biology Department at Hartley College, Point-Pedro. Dr.Iswara donated US$1000 to launch the fund.

12th Annual Hartley Nite Held in Toronto

tc \l1 "12th Annual Hartley Nite Held in TorontoADVANCE \d7The 12th Annual Hartley Nite Dinner was held in Toronto on the 11th of November 2000. The event took place at the Eastown Banquet Hall in Scarborough.Miss.Bimala Navaratnasingam was the Chief Guest. Mr.Balasubrmanium and  Dr.Dharma Alagaratnam were the important guest speakers. Mr.Atputhanathan (President), Dr.Shanthikumar (Editor), Mr.Rajezwaran (Secretary), Mr.Ponnuchamy (Vice-President) and Dr.Thangaroopan spoke on behalf of the association. The occasion was well attended with about 250 guests participating and the members were well  represented with almost everyone being accompanied by their spouses and children. 

Miss. Navaratnasingam, during her speech,  expressed her utmost delight to  meet her students, most of them after almost 30 years. She was so fascinated that some of the students were just little boys when she knew them and here they were now married with wives and children. She was also very happy that many of her students had done very well in their lives and now held important professional positions all  over the world. Mr.Atputhanathan, the  President, in his speech,  warmly welcomed the guests, members and their families. He also mentioned his desire to retire and pass on the “torch” to a well deserving and capable member. He also stressed the advances the association had made during the past few years and requested all members to work together to keep the Hartley flag flying in the coming years. Dr. Dharma Alagaratnam, from the USA, in his remarks, recounted his wonderful days at Hartley and the wonderful contributions made by Miss. Navaratnasingam, Mr. Atputhanathan and other remarkable teachers to Hartley and its students. Mr.Balasubramanium, while narrating his memorable days as teacher at Hartley, made everyone laugh and laugh without a breather, with his wonderful teacher-student jokes. Dr.Shanthikumar,  in his remarks, mentioned that he could only picture Miss. Navaratnasingam sitting next to him with a “Poovarasu stick” when he took piano lessons from her. But Miss.B flatly  denied any  such accusations!! Dr.Shanthikumar reassured her that it was only meant as a joke! Mrs. Nal Arulanantham speaking on behalf of Methodist, narrated some very interesting stories about her own romantic experiences  with Hartley.   Dr. Thangaroopan read to the association a letter form Dr.Iswara (USA), requesting the association to launch the “Biology Atput-Nava fund” in honour of Mr.Atputhanathan and Miss. Navaratnasingam.

A remarkable event at the dinner was the sale of a piece of art by the late Mark master by French auction, to raise funds for the late Mark Master’s close family in Tamil Eelam (who were undergoing tremendous hardships). About Can$1100 was raised for this purpose by the efforts of  Mr.Ponnuchamy  and Mr. Krishnalingam.

Annual General Meeting 2000

tc \l1 "Annual General Meeting 2000ADVANCE \d7The AGM also took place on the 11th of Nov 2000 and  preceded the Hartley Nite dinner. A new committee for 2000/2001 was elected successfully.  An important event was the passing of the “torch” by Mr. Atputhanathan, who had rendered immeasurable and critical service to the HCPPA for  3 year as President, to Dr.Shanmugavadivel, the President elect. Although most members wanted Mr.Atputhanathan to continue as President, he was keen  to infuse “fresh blood” into the association and to pass on the “torch”! 



Editorial 

tc \l1 "Editorial ADVANCE \d7In my first issue as Editor, I wrote about the importance of everyone speaking Tamil at home and why our children  should also learn Tamil, being   our cultural heritage.

Unfortunately, this is my last issue as Editor, as I pass on  the “torch” to another member. But here again, I want emphasize the importance of keeping the good things in our culture and giving up the bad. Tamil language, music and dancing are important aspects of our cultural heritage. As Tamils, we should be proud of them and actively promote them, specially by speaking Tamil to our children.   

Another important matter I want to stress is the learning of other languages. In Canada and in many other countries, French is very important. And if your children hope to work in the international arena (with the United Nations, etc), you must encourage them to learn other languages like Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, Russian, etc. From my personal experience, I can assure you, the more languages, you know, the better your chances of doing well in life!

I am also somewhat concerned about the food our children and even some of the adults in our Tamil community  are eating nowadays - lots of it junk food (which makes them fat and unhealthy). As  a professional with a medical background  (I happen to be a Veterinarian with an excellent knowledge of nutrition and biochemistry), I would like to urge you to eat as much natural foods as possible, organically grown wherever possible. Specially for growing children, meat, fish, eggs and milk are very very important as are fresh vegetables. Cooking and freezing food for use for the whole week is a very bad idea, mothers take note!!

Editor:Dr.S.Shanthikumar, HCPPA of Canada, Fax:905-785-7661, Ontario, Canada or e-mail: shanthizoo@hotmail.com
Some Words of Wisdom!

tc \l1 "Some Words of Wisdom!ADVANCE \d7
A Problem, 

Is an Opportunity, 

For Action!
Some People 

Have God Fathers;

I Have GOD!
- Shanthikumar, 1992
In Appreciation....

tc \l1 "In Appreciation....ADVANCE \d7
I would like us to remember and  pay tribute to those wonderful Hartley teachers who are no more among us and have gone to be with God . I would like all of us to pray for the late Mark Master, a long time Art teacher at Hartley  and Mr.Nadaraja, a former Principal of Hartley. 

I would also like to inform you of the sad  passing away of  Mrs. Jeevasagayam, on 15th December 2000,  after a prolonged illness. Mrs. Jeevasagayam was married to Dr.Jeevasagayam, a Hartleyite and Veterinarian, and  long time personal friend of mine and class-mate at Hartley for more than 10 years..   

Mr.Mark,Humble Genius
Mr. Mark came to Hartley during its glorious days when Hartley was excellingin all three academic fields, Maths, Biology and social sciences under the devoted services of some hand chosen teachers most of whom were old boys of Hartley. Mr. Mark brought a new dimension to Art and captured the hearts of many students and had many converts in his field. His modern art was acclaimed by artist not only in the North of Sri Lanka but also in the whole

>country as one of its kind. His creations from sea shells and corals were a treat to watch. Being single he resided most of his time in the Hostel and his room was full of his masterpieces. In spite of all this he was a simple man. He was at times an acting warden of the Hostel and students liked him as he was very receptive to their wishes. He served Hartley for nearly twenty years and there are many students who have passed through him. It was unfortunate that he had to spend his last years sick and lonely. We all Hartleyites who were his colleagues or students, felt a deep sorrow when we heard that he passed away in Mannar under trying conditions. It is with this in mind Hartleyites put to auction at the annual Hartleyite Nite, an Art work donated by Mr. Yogeswaran, President, PPA, Jaffna Central College. We were very pleased to find that about Cd$1100.00 was raised. HCPPA Canada is  planning to send this money to his family in appreciation of Mr. Mark and for all the hardships that they underwent to perform his last rites. Mr Mark will be remembered by all Hartleyites for generations come through his works which adorns the publications of HCPPA, Canada/USA and the walls of many Hartleyites. (Contributed by M. Atputhanathan, a colleague of Mr. Mark)
Farewell !

tc \l1 "Farewell !ADVANCE \d7And Thank You Hartleyites of Canada and USA

Mr.Atputhanathan, President

First of all let me thank Mr.Karunanithy who on a visit to my house asked me whether I would lead the HCPPA, Canada in 1998. I was then holding the

post of the President of the Association of the Sri Lankan Graduates of Canada for the second year. I was planning to relinquish that and take a rest and I was not in a mood to take over another responsibility. Mr.Karunanithy persisted and I assumed presidency in 1998. I was not sure whether I would fulfill the expectations of the Hartleyites. But thanks to the unstinted corporation of the executive committees  and the general membership for the last three years, my task was made easy. I must make special mention of the two past presidents, Mr Ponnuchamy and Mr.Eswaranathan who gave me their advice and support. Besides them, almost every member of the committee came forward with positive ideas. Together we inaugurated the Ottawa division and extended our hands to fellow Hartleyites in USA. We inaugurated the Hartley Web site which now has nearly 800 members browsing from all parts of the world. We started the scholarship fund to raise academic standards at Hartley and another fund to

recognise the best sportsmen in different fields of sports in addition to the funds that was there to develop sports. The visit of President of  the parent body Mr. Nadarajasundaram raised our awareness to the plight of  the Library and we are happy to say that we were able to put in motion a fund to develop the Library at Hartley. all these funds were initiated in

memory  of the great teachers who adorn the portals of Hartley and each of these
were started either by their children or by their devoted students. Finally in response to the hardships felt by the people of Vanni spotlighted by  our member from USA, Dr. M. Sritharan, We successfully completed a programme

of feeding three schools in Vanni for one year through the HUDEC, and we had a

tremendous response to continue this program for the year 2001 too. These new programs are in addition to the usual activities like, Kalai Vilza, Benefit show and picnic. Our Life membership has increased to nearly 90 and our ordinary membership is around 200. While thanking all Hartleyites once again for helping me achieve all these during the last three years, and usher in an era of a united Hartleyites family in Canada and USA, I would like to appeal to you all to give the same hand of corporation to the president elect Dr.Shanmugavadivel and his committee to consolidate and build on what we have done.
WISH YOU HARTLEYITES A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

Status of the Funds in Colombo

tc \l1 "Status of the Funds in ColomboADVANCE \d7(Information received from president parent body, Mr. Nadarajasundaram, as of  December 2000)

SCHOLARSHIP FUND(in the name of lateMr.S.T.Samuel,late Mr.R.M.Gunaratnam and late Mr.W.N.S.Samuel) Interest received for the last 6 months was SR 8328.00 and about SR2000.00 each was given to the following students based on the A/L marks received in January 2000.

1. Mr. P. Joseph Jeganathan ( Maths)

2. Mr. S. Vathsalan (Biology)

3. Mr. V. Sureshkumar (commerce)

4. Mr. S. Srinivasan (Arts)
Hereafter the scholarship will be around SR 8000.00 each.

BEST SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR FUND (In memory of late Mr. P. Ahamparam )The interest received for the last six months is SR 16 449.00. The award will be given in November 2000 as all the four sports activities, cricket, Athletics, Football and Volley ball, will be completed in November.

LIBRARY FUND ( In memory of late Mr. K. Ratnasabapathipillai)The interest received for development of Library based on 6 months interest was SR 10 867.00

SPORTS FUND(FOR DEVELOPMENT OF SPORTS) The interest has not been transferred to Point Pedro by the Colombo branch yet. They may do it before the end of the year.

FOOT NOTE

This year we have added CD $ 3000.00 to Scholarship fund and CD $4500.00

to Library fund. 

encouraged to enrol themselves.      
News From HCPPA, Colombo 

tc \l1 "News From HCPPA, Colombo ADVANCE \d7(Letter addressed to Mr.Atputhanathan  from Mr.Chinniah, President, HCPPA, Colombo)

Dear Sir,

tc \l1 "Dear Sir,ADVANCE \d7Thanks for the e mail, Maha passed it on to me. I am the current President of the HCPPA Colombo Branch, assumed duties from August 2000. Nadarajasundaram is here in Colombo and we are having a meeting on Sunday for him to tell us all about the happenings at school. We will be giving the interest money that is due from the sports fund. Once I know the exact amount I'll let you know. I don't know why Nada did not contact any of us regarding the money. Current treasurer is R C Arnold. We both were your students. I wonder whether you remember that you got me and Thilahendra to collect fish from the coast of Point Pedro and we won 1st place in the exhibition conducted by the Association for the Advancement of Sciences. Thanks for all the guidance given to us. We are planning to start a News Letter for our branch. Mr Rajanayagam is the editor. Please send us a message for it. If you e mail it I can pass it to Mr Rajanayagam. Our branch is the oldest being 62 years but didn't feel the need to have one all this time. Now our membership is well over 600 and they are scattered all over and a news letter will  be useful.

Best regards,

Chinniah
Feeding Our Children in Vanni 

tc \l1 "Feeding Our Children in Vanni ADVANCE \d7The HCPPA (Canada) in collaboration with a church group is providing nutritious lunch for 642 students in 3 schools in Vanni, Tamil Eelam (HUDEC project). The project is endorsed by the Dept. Of Education. The 3 schools are: 

1. Arochiapuram Tamil School -92  

2. Thevankandal Government Tamil Mixed School - 270 students                   3. Alampil Government Tamil Mixed School - 288 students

Many of the Tamil children are living in refugee camps and totally neglected by the Government. They are under nourished and and often go to school without breakfast and some even faint in the school. Let us help our suffering children in Vanni. Please contact the treasurer Mr.Rajaratnam if you want ot make a contribution (416-502-1423). 

Life Membership...

tc \l1 "Life Membership...ADVANCE \d7We now have 201 members including 84 life members

New Committee 2000-2001

tc \l1 "New Committee 2000-2001ADVANCE \d7The following are the new Office Bearers of the HCPPA of Canada for 2000-2001.

President: Dr.A.Shanmugavadivel

(416-293-0966)


Vice Presidents:Dr.A.Thangaroopan

(905-770-3350)

Dr.S.Shanthikumar

(905-785-0483)

Secretary:
Mr.S.Sivarajah

(416-289-6241)

Asst. Secretary:
Mr.R.Rajeswaran

(905-896-7982)

Treasurer:
Mr.V.Jeyaraman

Asst. Treasurer:
K.Rajaratnam

(416-502-1423)

Editor:

Mr.T.Navaratnam

Auditors:  Mr.S.Sivakumaran

   (905-305-6160)

   Mr.S.Santhirasegaram

   (905-738-1457)

Committee:

Mr. M.Atputhanathan(416-439-7696)

Mr.S.Mathavan

Mr.K.Pakeerathan

Mr.P.Karunanithy

Mr.S.Krishnalingam (416-963-8591)

Mrs.M.Pathmanathan (416-439-5995)

Mr.M.Anandakrishnan  416-281-6554

Mr.R.Mylvaganam

Mr.S.Sabapathipillai (416-289-8974)

Mr.B.Paranthaman(905-277-2774)


The Canadian Hartleyite is published 3 times a year (April, August and December),  by the Hartley College Past Pupils Association of Canada. Contributions of interest to Past Pupils and Staff of Hartley  College may be sent to the Editor: Dr.S.Shanthikumar. Tel:905-785-0483. Fax: 905-785-7661(Canada). E-mail: shanthizoo@hotmail.com

For more information, go to website:

http://www.HartleyCollege.com
