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Canada/USA HCPPA Remembers revered Past Principal the late Mr. K.Pooranampillai
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The passing away of Mr. K. Pooranampillai has been a great loss to all of us as he has been always in communication with all Hartleyites throughout the world even though retired and feeble.

Mr. Pooranampillai was born on 30th October 1909 in Thunnalai, a suburb of Point Pedro. He was supposed to have attended Thunnalai Methodist School and then Methodist Girls High school. From there he went to Hartley . He was at Hartley from 1918 to 1924 and he walked about four miles every day to school. He started teaching at Christ Church College, Matale and while working there obtained the external degree from the university of London by self study. He joined Hartley as a teacher in 1932 and became Principal in 1943. He did his Post Graduate teacher training at Selly Oak college , Birmingham, England from 1950 to 1951. In 1967 he retired from Hartley and took up the post of Principal of St. John’s college which he held till 1976. He spent his retired life in Colombo, Jaffna and finally in London. In addition to being a great educationist he was a devout Methodist and was chosen as the Vice President of the Methodist Church of Sri Lanka. He passed away on 22nd April 2001 in Rugby, England. His wife Peace has been in every way contributed to his success. He also leaves behind his two daughters Shanthi Arulanandam , Dr. Vasanthy Karunakaran and son Jeyakumar. Pages  4-6 of this Newsletter carriesr  more tributes to him. In addition this year’s Kalai Vilza is being devoted to his memory
Canada/USA HCPPA is exploring with other branches to see whether a GLOBAL fund can be launched for some project in memory of Mr. K. Pooranampillai. One suggestion that is floating around is to give financial help for those are in need  to pursue their education.

Annual Kalai Vilza on Sunday, Sept. 23

tc \l1 "Annual Kalai Vilza on Sunday, Sept. 23ADVANCE \d7The annual Kalai Vilza of HCPPA  Canada/USA will be held on September 

23rd at 6 p.m. The venue is York WoodLibrary Theater, 1785 Finch Avenue west ( Finch and Jane), North 

York, Ontario. Tickets are priced at $10.00 per head. The accommodation is limited . Therefore book your tickets early with any of the members of the committee or contact any one of the following. Mr.R.Rajeswaran 905 896 7982.

Mr.K. Navaratnam 416 636 8724 

Mr. K.Rajaratnam 416 502 1423
Hartleyites Nite on November 10th At Eastown Banquet Hall 

tc \l1 "Hartleyites Nite on November 10th At Eastown Banquet Hall ADVANCE \d7The thirteenth Annual get together of Hartleyites of Canada and USA will be held on Saturday 10th , 2001. The Annual General meeting will be at 6 p.m and this will be followed by fellowship and dinner. 

We would very much appreciate if the members could book their tickets early. We will not be issuing tickets for dinner at the gates; but tickets will be kept at the gates for those who have made a firm booking and are unable to collect the tickets. Teenagers  will have a reduced rate for their tickets. Children under ten will be free.

For further information contact President Dr. Shan Shanmugavadivel (416) 266 5161; e-mail, drashan@hotmail.com: Mr. M. Atputhanathan (416) 439 7696; e-mail. Atput@interlog.com: Secretary Mr. S. Sivarajah (416) 289 6241; e-mail, sujey@planeteer.com..

Tickets can be had from any of the above officials or any other committee member.

Life Membership now at 112

tc \l1 "Life Membership now at 112ADVANCE \d7The following have become life members after  we published the list last time.

81.Mr.K.Navaratnam 416 636 8724

82.Mr.V.Sundaramoorthy 416 293 9010

83.Mr.S.Sadagopan 905 803 0685

84.Mr.C. Manoharan 416 449 7913

85.Mr.A.Thayanesan 416 297 7776

86.Mr.S.Sivapalaratnam 416 335 8162

87.Mr.K.Thavakumar 416 264 1908

88.Mr.N.Wijeyaratnam 718 359 3453

89.Mr.R.Mathavan 905 477 8825

90.Mr.N.Mahendran 416 650 1213

91.Rev.D.S.Dharmapalan 508 473 4252

92.Dr.C.Yogeswaran 905 279 4909

93.Mr.S.Sivananthan 613 723 2218

94.Mr.C.T.Premarajah Vancouver, BC

95.Mr.S.Thevarajan 416 267 9704

96.Mr.C.Rohan 416 284 9438

97.Mr.S.Pugal 416 289 0847

98.Mr.S.Ramachandran 416 246 9573

99.Mr.C.Tharan 905 306 3265

100. Mr.C.Easpara 603 829 9364

101.Mr.K.Raviyoganathan 4167552230

102.Mr.K.Vicknarajah 416 297 5400

103.Mr.S.Gopalakrishnan 416 754 7844

104.Mr.T.Thevakumar 416 292 2319

105.Mr.P.Vivekananthan 416 492 6019

106..V.Shanmuganayagam9053051958

107.Mr.N.Balakrishnan 905 568 0353

108.Dr.D.K.  Chinniah Edmonton AL

109.Mr.C.Chandrasekaram9053034061

110.Mr.J.Atputharajah 416 491 6711

111.Mr.M.Nallathamby 416 267 4303

112.Mr.V.Sivaraman

8th Cricket Encounter

tc \l1 "8th Cricket EncounterADVANCE \d7
Hartley Past Pupil’s team defeated Jaffna Hindu College Past Pupil’s team by 25 runs at the match played on Monday July 2nd, 2001 at Sunnybrook Park in Toronto. Chief Guest was Dr. Sivaraman.

Hartley batted first. V. Mohan toped the scores by making 25 runs, Mano 21 runs, Vanath 21 runs, Sithamparanathan 10 runs and Raje Rajaratnam (not out 10 runs). Hartley was out for 118. Hindu could not make more than 93 .

Best Batsman Mr. V. Mohan, Hartley

Best Bowler Mr V. Jeyaraman, Hartley

All Rounder Mr. Ilanthirayan, Hindu

Best fielder Mr. S. Basil, Hindu

Man of the Match Mr.T.Raje, Hartley

Annual Picnic

tc \l1 "Annual PicnicADVANCE \d7This year like last year the picnic was a joint one along with PPA of Methodist Girls High School. There was an unusual large attendance and there was plenty of food. Members and their families enjoyed with the usual games for all age groups.

This time the picnic was in a different venue, namely Hydenshore Kiwanis Park in Whitby. Mr. Rajaratnam gave away the prizes.

Our congratulations to Mr Paranthaman for making the Picnic enjoyable for every one.

Fr.Jeyakumar’s (HUDEC) visit to Toronto

tc \l1 "Fr.Jeyakumar’s (HUDEC) visit to TorontoADVANCE \d7Fr. Jeyakumar attended the committee meeting at the invitation of Mr. R. Rajeswaran, co ordinator of the project. He mentioned that many charitable organizations are helping the program but  HCPPA Canada/USAis the only past pupils’ Association helping in this program .He was keen to meet PPA’s of other schools in Canada to get them to contribute to the program. Mr. Rajeswaran and Mr Mahendrakumar gave him some contacts. During the meeting with the committee he devoted some time to answer questions from members. A cheque for $ 1600.00 was handed over to him. President Dr. Shanmugavadivel thanked him for the excellent work done to feed the deserving children of Vanni.

This project was started in the year 2000 at the initiative of our USA member Dr. M. Sritharan and is currently providing nutritive lunch for 642 students in three schools in Vanni , Elam. The schools are Arachipuram Tamil School, Thevankandal Govt. School and Alampil Govt. Tamil School and this is a project endorsed by the Department of Education. Last year Cd $ 3200.00 was sent for the project. This year we have already sent Cd $ 3200.00.

Please contribute generously to this project and send your contribution to Treasurer Mr. V. Jeyaraman 905 787 0136 or Covener Mr. R. Rajeswaran , 905 896 7982.

News from around the World
tc \l1 "News from around the WorldADVANCE \d7POINT PEDRO 

The cricket pitch at Hartley has been repaired and a new matting purchased at a cost of Rs. 30 000.

Canada branch at the initiative of Mr. Sivakumaran has reimbursed the cost of T.V and V.C.R. ( about Rs 46 000) bought by PPA, Point Pedro.

 PPA is exploring the possibilities of purchasing the land across the road to build a stadium to be named after Mr. K. Pooranampillai; and also considering establishing a Pooranampillai fund to assist students at college.

The inter House Athletic meet took place on Saturday 7th July.

COLOMBO 

Colombo branch has devoted their July edition of Newsletter in the memory of late Mr. K. Pooranampillai.

They have also decided to set up a fund named “Pooranampillai Memorial Fund”. The income generated from this is to be used to award monthly allowance to a needy student entering university from the arts stream.

Mr. and Mrs Atputhanathan was felicitated at a dinner by the committee and this happened to be the last committee meeting for this year. Mr. Atputhanathan in his address to the committee called on them to  consider  the idea of a global fund to be set up by the Colombo branch to which other branches also could contribute for helping needy students and this fund is to be in memory of the late Mr. Pooranampilai. He also stressed the need to avoid duplication of funds by different branches and called on all branches to device a way of stream lining funds for helping Hartley.

President Dr. J.N. Chinniah expressed concern about the Principal of Hartley renaming one of the Houses as Pooranampillai  House. He said that Pooranampillai himself would not have liked this. The existing house had number of records and loyal students in its name, and wanted other branches to take up this issue at their meeting . Many members expressed dissatisfaction with this move.

UNITED KINGDOM

Office bearers for 2001 are: Mr. S.E.Manoharan(President) , Mr. S. Sivakumaran (Vice President), Mr. V. Thayanandarajah ( secretary), Mr. S. Balasingam ( Treasurer)

The Annual General meeting & Dinner 2001 has been fixed for 3rd November 2001.

There is an article written by the late Mr. Pooranampillai in the “Hartleyite”  about one of the Illustrious sons of Hartley, the late Prof. C. J. ELIEZER. Some extracts from his appreciation are :

“I joined Hartley as an asst. Teacher in May 1932. Among my assignments was teaching English History to class A- division of Cambridge Junior class. Jeyam Eliezer was the most diminutive---By the end of 1932 he passed Cambridge Junior Exam with honors and distinction--he could not enter University college as he was under seventeen----He joined the University college in Bsc (MathsClass). At the examination he won First class Honors and got a scholarship to Cambridge.--among other things he learnt to be a  public speaker. On his return from Cambridge he was appointed lecturer in Mathematics and later became Professor.---People often referred to a bright pupil “ He is an Eliezer”. --When our students went for interviews, they were asked the name of the school and on hearing the name Hartley, the interviewing officer’s interjection was “Eliezer’s school”.--Jeyam’s marriage to Ranee Handy was a very happy  one. She understood the needs of an academic and took charge of the social side of things.--Jeyam accepted a place in an Australian University. While there he formed a branch of Hartley PPA.--On my 90th birtday the first signatory of the Hartleyites of Victoria was Jeyam and Ranee Eliezer.

NEW SOUTH WALES , AUSTRALIA

Sydney celebrated the 10 year on 21. July 2001. The chief guest was Mr. M. Atputhanathan, former president Canada/USA PPA and present asst. Editor of the Newsletter. PALMYRAH, the NSW, Australia Newsletter was devoted to the memory of late Mr. K. Pooranampillai. There was about 100 people attending this dinner and AGM, which was accompanied by  cultural programs.

Mr. Karunakaran, past president paid tribute to late  Mr. Pooranampillai.

During Dinner President Jega M Rajan, along with secretary , past president and few other committee members discussed with Mr. M. Atputhanathan the strategy to co ordinate financial help to Hartley. Sydney has set an example by undertaking to finance the university education for four years of a student who lost his parents suddenly. First instalment has been dispatched. Mr.Atputhanathan cited this example and discussed the setting up of a Global fund for such purposes in memory of late Mr. Pooranampillai. 

The new president for the year 2001 -2002 is Dr. S.T. Seelan.

VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

On 22nd July Victoraia branch gave a dinner to Mr. Atputhanathan and there was a good gathering at Palms Court. After the Dinner President Anandaganeshan, vice president, M.Shanthikumar Secretary, treasurer  and past president Mr. Parameswaran met Mr. Atputhanathan and discussed the  letter about the needs of Hartley sent by the Principal Mr. Sripathy. They also discussed the proposal by Mr. Atputhanathan of a joint Global fund in memory of Mr. Pooranampillai and also the need to co ordinate the help given by various branches to avoid duplication.

President’s Note

tc \l1 "President’s NoteADVANCE \d7I would like to thank our members for their active participation in the last two events that we successfully completed in July. After a few years, we were able to have this year’s cricket encounter at Sunnybrook Park. The location for the picnic this time was wonderful. We had a variety of food items from Hartley and Methodist old boys and girls.

Arrangements are being made for the Kalai Vilza on Sept 23, 2001. We were copmpelled to postpone this to September due to our attempt at cost cutting on rental for Auditorium. Navam’s (editor) drama is expected to be the main attraction for the cultural event.

We are concluding arrangements for annual dinner/AGM on Nov 10, 2001 at East Town Banquet Hall ( same location as last year).

During the last few years we were working on various funds to help our school. This year, passing away of our great past principal and mentor Mr. K. Pooranampillai, has brought all past pupils’ associations around the world to work as a team in co-ordinating our operation in assisting our Alma mater. We have a plan to start a joint Pooranampillai fund. We will be making a final decision on this new project soon.

(DR. Shan A. Shanmugavadivel)

Tribute to the late Mr. K. Pooranampillai

tc \l1 "Tribute to the late Mr. K. PooranampillaiADVANCE \d7It would be impossible in these few pages, to write a full tribute to the late Mr. K. Pooranampillai. I will therefore confine myself to personal recollections of our revered Principal.

Mr. K. Pooranampillai came from a respected family in Vadamaradchi and had the good fortune to serve, for most of his adult life, the institution and community that nurtured him. One can hardly think of Hartley without Mr. Pooranampillai or Mr. Pooranampillai without Hartley. Over three decades, he moulded the school into what we know it to be. The reputation for discipline and academic excellence enjoyed by our alma mater was largely his achievement.

One of my first memories at Hartley was the Principal coming to our standard Four class to question each bright-eyed eight year old what he wanted to be. If he got an answer that he considered less ambitious he said “You didn’t have to come to Hartley for that”. He wanted us right from the start, to have high aspirations.

Hartley was often criticized for being selective in its admission policy. This did not deter Mr. Pooranampillai. He wanted to create an intellectually elite corp of boys and a community that already placed high premium on education, backed him solidly. Standards were high but fair. He deliberately limited the numbers to have better control. He monitored the progress of each boy and the performance of each teacher. A well known tactic of his was to slip into a class unawares and sit on a back bench. If the teacher was unprepared or any of the boys behave badly they had better look out! Discipline at Hartley was swift and predictable. There are many an anecdote of boys caught for minor incidences like riding bicycle without lights begging to be taken to the local magistrate rather than the school principal! The “Silence period”-ten minutes during which boys had to take their seats to quietly prepare for the lessons ahead-was his brainchild. Visitors were amazed at the pin-drop silence that 600 or so boys could maintain.

Mr. Pooranampillai was not satisfied with only academic achievement. He encouraged sports and physical education. The “group meets” where every boy in the school had to take part in three events to contribute points to his House, instead of only the star athletes, was a unique feature introduced by him. He encouraged drama, elocution and music. I can remember many an elocution or play practice where he would sit with Daniel Jones Dictionary of Pronunciation trying to  elicit the right sounds from Vadamaradchy tongues! Before each H.S.C. Union dinner he had a “dry run” to instruct us in finer points of formal dining(including the use of cutlery)

He took pride in the buildings and grounds. Even though modest and unassuming he wanted them well kept. I can vividly picture his jaunty stride as he went on his rounds to make sure that Thambipillai(the Janitor), the ground boy and even the bathroom scavenger had done their jobs. Outside of his administrative and teaching responsibilities he was a friend and a mentor helping old boys find jobs and even partners. Once he rcalled how he had “rescued” an old boy who had gone “out of pocket” in the buffet compartment of the Yal Devi!

A teacher has been likened to an archer who bends his bow with his best aim, shoots his arrows but knows where they will fall. If we extend the analogy to Mr. Pooranampillai, the arrows from his quiver have reached higher and farther than he could have imagined. What an achievement for a great educator.

“ Well done thou and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”

Dr. John C.P.Samuel, Sydney USA
MRPOORANAMPILLAI IN RETIREMENT

As I reflect on the great life of Mr. Pooranampillsi and think of the impact of his life on us , I feel I am doubly privileged. I not only had the opportunity to work under him on the staff of Hartley College for two decades and imbibe many of his qualities- his sense of discipline, punctuality and other sterling qualities, I am also privileged to move with him more closely in his late years after his retirement.

We lived in the same house at St. Peter’s lane, Jaffna as tenants occupying the upstairs and downstairs of the house and I was able to be acquainted with him in his home surrounding, and observe him as a devoted husband, father and grandfather. As a grandfather he enjoyed playing, and teasing his grand children, especially with his grand daughter Anjali.

I could observe him still following his disciplined way of life-his early morning constitutional walk-his exercise etc. he imparted his ideas to others through practice and precept, and was contended that his grand children were being brought up in a disciplined way following his example- disciplined to achieve a better quality of life.

[image: image1.png]



Mr. Pooranampillsi didn’t rest on his old days. He continued to help others. Many youngsters benefitted through his tuition classes in English. Parents and students were keen to avail themselves of this chance to be tutored by him. He did not do it merely for monetary gain or as a past time, but with a sense of dedication to serve our children and equip them for life. I could see children were enjoying his classes.

He spent his leisure time helping others, even going to second mile. Once my wife went to him to clear a particular doubt in English grammar. The next day he gave her a tabulated form he had prepared overnight. This shows he wanted perfection in whatever he did.

He became more and more concerned with the needs of others, and gave him time to listen to problems of others and advice them. He also took more active interest in religious duties and spent time drawing nearer to his Maker.

Even after Mr & Mrs Pooranampillai moved away from Jaffna, we continued to keep in touch with them. We enjoyed visiting them in U.K and kept on corresponding. We had become more friendly. Mr & Mrs Pooranampillai led an exemplary family life. We looked up to them appreciating and admiring their way of life. My wife and I met them at Rugby in U.K. in January 2000, where they were living with their daughter Vasanthy. Mr. Pooranampillai expressed joy at meeting us hugging me. Though he was physically frail then, he was very alert in mind and we had a pleasant time, recalling past events and talking of the good old days at Hartley.

Mr. Pooranampillai is no more with us, but all the qualities that he instilled into us by his words and deeds continue to guide us, one and all.

(Mr. Pooranampillai with Mr Atputhanathan, 1996-London AGM 
(Mr.R.R.Blanchard- Canada)
Message of Condolence from President

tc \l1 "Message of Condolence from PresidentADVANCE \d7Dear Mrs Pooranampillai and family,

 Hartleites and all other well wishers. Like many fellow Hartleyites, I have reflected the past few days on the life and legacy of our beloved past principal Mr. K. Pooranampillai and the positive effect he has had on all of us. Past pupils of all stripes should think about K.P’s achievements and vision. I was very fortunate to have my education at Hartley from Grade 4 till  GCE AL under this great man’s guidance. Sir! You taught us English in the lower forms and current affairs in Senior classes. We learnt about discipline and values through out. There is always sadness when a person leaves this world-famous or not. But K.P’s death is an irreparable loss for all Tamils. He was the best principal in our home country in our life time. The unprecedented outpouring of love and grief shown from all over the world is to thank him for his exemplary work. He has fulfilled his mission in hand with past pupils association to rebuild our school. On behalf of the HCPPA Canada & USA, I would like to join all our members in sending our 

heartfelt condolences to the family of 

Mr. K. Pooranampillsi.

(Dr. Shan A. Shanmugavadivel, President HCPPA-Canada/USA) 
EDITORIAL

This Newsletter carries among other news tributes to one of the architects of contemporary Hartley, Mr. K. Pooranampillai. HCPPA, New South Wales has enlarged their Newsletter “Palmyrah” on the occasion of their 10th anniversary to pay tribute to the late Mr. Pooranampillai. “Colombo Hartleyite” has extensive coverage about the two remembrance services held in Colombo and also carries many tributes about his life and services. U.K. Newsletter  “Hartleyite” covers the remembrance service held in London where Mr. Pooranampillai’s family were also present. In addition it also carries a very informative life history of Mr. Pooranampillai by its President Mr. Manoharan. HCPPA Canada/USA is also grateful to past president Mr. C. Sithamparapillai for laying a wreath on our behalf at the funeral of late Mr. Pooranampillai. He and his brother Mr. Jeganathan, our member, generously  bore the cost.

Canada/USA PPA has decided to devote this years’ Kalai Vilza Souvenir in his memory. However “Canadian Hartleyite” looks at Mr. Pooranampillai’s life from three different standpoints; Dr. J.C.P. Samuel is looking through the window of a student, Mr. Blanchard highlights his retired life as he happened to live with him in the same house in Jaffna. In our Editorial we are adding to these two, a glympse of how he ran the school and made it a model for other schools, as seen by the assistant Editor, who joined Hartley as a student at Grade 4 , no sooner Mr. Pooranampillai  took office as Principal, took part in his disciplinary effort by becoming the Head Prefect and after graduation joined Hartley as a teacher.

Mr. Pooranampilla’s success in making Hartley, not second to any other school in academic performance was largely  due to a family spirit that he created among the staff. Cornerstone for this achievement was by recruiting mostly past pupils and in addition few other hand picked band of teachers.

The school term starts with a reunion of this family, the day before the the school session starts, with Mrs Pooranampillai playing no small part. Her presence was felt in the lunch and the evening tea that accompanies this re union day. This day starts with church service, departmental meetings, a sumptuous lunch, time table adjustments and a staff meeting. This makes every one geared to start another term of devoted work. 

When some teachers got carried away by the jokes and heated discussions during the recess and forget that the recess was over, K.P. will be standing there at the Staff room entrance without uttering a word. This makes very one hurriedly pack their things and head for the classroom. There are other subtle but effective ways he ensures work is done. If a teacher gets late to a class, that teacher might invariably find Mr. Pooranampillai taking his class. His advice to teachers was not to “threaten any punishment that one cannot keep”. In those days when caning was a common mode of punishment, he discouraged it and his advice to teachers was not to cane or slap at the spur of the moment but to bring them to office, use his cane and punish, for he knows by then the teacher’s anger would have mellowed  and would be in a better position to decide whether punishment was still necessary.

He selected the prefects based on the recommendation of prefects’ guild, his deputies, prefect of games and guidance councillor, so that he ensures that he selects the deserving. He expects the Prefects of Hartley to be vigilant not only in school but also in streets and playground.

Weekly morning assembly where the whole school and the teachers assemble was an occasion for K.P. to keep every one informed of what is happening in the school and what is to come in the future. In addition a teacher has to talk on some issues that the teacher thinks it would be useful.

There were many activities that goes on in the school besides teaching that  make the school complete such as preparation for term examination, tuck shop supplying stationary and snacks, drama, elocution contests, photography, exhibition, group meet, sports meet, cricket, football , volley ball, tennis, etc. For each of these he has a committee of teachers in charge. This division of responsibility makes everyone part of the family.

One can write about many more. But these are some of the highlights of the way he made Hartley, one of the leading schools academically and later in sports too. Though he is no more amongst our midst, Mr. Pooranampillai, the Principal(1943-1967) will be remembered for ever along with Mr. C.P.Thamotharam(1913 -1943) as the two great architects of modern Hartley.

(Mr. M. Atputhanathan, asst. Editor)

              *************

NOTE: Our editor Mr. K. Navam will be  producing the special issue of Kalai Vilza Souvenir devoted to Mr. K. Pooranampillai. Watch out for the copies at the Kalai Vilza on September 23rd, 2001.

We apologize for any mistakes that might have crept in inadvertently.
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