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EDITORIAL

THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION IN THE NORTH.

In this issue the detail results of the
GC.E. (O/ L) is given, a perusal of which
indicates the monumental success of the students.
It was desided at the Ex-Committe meeting to
send all the students who obtained ten A s’ Rs
1000/= as appreciation and letters of
commendation. The results will have to be
evaluated in the true perspective, to assess the
significance. In the Metropolis or for that matter
in any Provincial Capitals of Sri Lanka, the
atmosphere, most conducive to the educational
advancement of the children are provided with.
Besides there is no obstacle placed, for the
students to score high marks, as there is no
external impediments like standardization.

But the situation in the North is poles apart. There
are two factors that stand in the way of the
students aspiring university education which are
the repressive conditions in the North and the
mode of selection to the Universities. There are
the undivided commitment of the Teaching Staff,
the stewardship of the Principals’ and the
excellence of the students themselves, who are
refused to be drawn into other distracting vice.
At a time the students should be able to study
without having to bear burdens, are the Hartlyites
able to devote at least part of their time to
studies? The grim picture is that their hometown
has undergone desecration, desolation &
destruction of lives, livelihood of property &
hospitals the students will have to think of survival
first & not attending to studies. According to
Swami Chithurananda of Point Pedro “Saratha
[llam “that the conditions at Point Pedro are
tearful. The Print & Electronic media flash the
news that the students have to queue as early as
5’0 clock in the moming and wait for hours before
they geta loaf of bread. What is the time lefi for
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the students to study? The pitiful news is that
the much needed exercise books, the text books
& the laboratory chemicals have not been made
available at the Schools in adequate quantum.
Pertaining to the basis of selection much had
been published & criticized so that it does not
warrant further elucidation.

The catastrophe of a generation not being giving
proper education may be felt only afier passage
of time when a vacuum will be created in all
spheres. It would be a Herculean task to fill
this void later. In Western Europe most of the
Nations have a dwindling male population,
consequent to the annihilation caused by the
German Reich effect of which is felt now with
a majority female population. With all the
appalling conditions in the North one could see
asilver line in the sky. This is the spontaneous
desire of the students to learn the English
Language which is the positive manner to opt
fora global passport. Science & Technology is
playing a dominant part to change the pattern
of life. mode of transport etc, to acquire a sound
knowledge of which, English is the doorway.
The results show that the students are taking
keener interest & the Principal is sparing no pain
to get English taught. He is in constant rapport
with the O.B.A.( Colombo Branch ) for
whatever assistance.

It is of interest to note in this backdrop the state
of affairs in Canada. Woefully, one of the Ex-
Presidents of the Canada O.B.A. had unlocked
his heart of the recent happenings there. Itis
causing severe heartache & pain of mind to note
that the offshoots of Old Hartlyites have a flare
in the acquired Language whereas they cannot
even understand their Mother tongue. The



future leaders of the Society do not know an
iota of Tamil, but in the middle age of'their career
the older generation is clamouring to conduct
the meetings in Tamil. All what the elders are
striving is for the posterity, and if they do not
know the Mother tongue sooner than later Tamil
will be an unknown Language as far as Canada
is concerned. Instead of waging a fight in the
Ex-Committee meetings to conduct the
proceedings in Tamil it is worth the while asa
first step to converse in Tamil at home. When
you accept a Foster Country as your land of

living, vou will have to accept their norms &
values, nonetheless you must maintain your
individuality too as to your Mother tongue and
heritage. Especially the Gujeratis of North India
are a classic example who accept the language
of the Foster Country for Official work but it is
their mother tongue, that holds sway at home.
Even the Gujeratis children bomn in Sri Lanka ,
where Gujerati Language is unknown , speak
their Mother Tongue at home, while being fluent
in Sinhala and Tamil.

AL [RESUILITS

No of students entering various faculties:-

Engineering 02
Medical 07
Veterinary 01
Agriculture 05
Physical Sc 10
Bio-Sc 01
Management 05
Arts _ 11
TOTAL 42.

Total number of candidates 136
Number appeared for the Examination 126
3AS 08

O/L Examination - 2006
Details of Best Results

Results Name Subject

10A 1. Shanmugaratnam
2. Subendren Prasanth
3. Sivarajah Ragulageethan
4. Raveendran Senthooran
5. Kathiramalai Umasuthan
6. Gnanasampanthan Abiram

9A 1. Ariyaratnam Ajanthan Com - B
2. Tharmakulasingam Jeyenthan English- B
3. Santhirasegaram Kajugaran English- B
4. Pushpalingam Mithan English- C
5. Sanjeyan Rajeetharan Electronic- B
6. Yokewaran Vathanaseelan Electronic- C
7. Anton Crises John Nirajah Tamil - B
8. Thavatnarajah John Jeyanthan English- C




7A.1B,1C.1S
6A3B.IC
6A3B,1C
6A.3B.1C
6A.2B,1C.1S

8A 1. Ravinthiran Aingaran English- C
Science - C
2. Navaratnam Aravinthan English- C
Electronic- S
3. Selvaraja Gowsigan Science - B
Electronic- C
4. Vinayahamoorthy Mugunthan Com - B
English - C
5. Sninathan Nitharsan English- B
Com - B
6. Jeyaveerasingamani Piragathees English- B
Electronic- C
7. Theivendrarajah Thiviyaraj Electronic- B
Social - B
8. Anthonypillai Antony Johnson English- C
Science - C
9. Thangarajah Thanushan Science - B
English- C
10. Umapathy Yathavan English- S
Electronic- C
11. Vijayakumaran Sajeevan Geography- B
Com - S
12. Seeralakandapalan Sayanthan Geography- B
English lit - B
13. Gangatharan Tharsan Englishlit- B
Electronic- B
7A2B.1C 1. Kumarasamy Nirojan
7A2B.,1C 2. Pathmanathan Majuran
7A.1B,2C 3. Puvenenthiran Saji
7A3B 4. Thiraviyarasa Thakeesan
7A2B,1C 5. Sivanathan Sankar
7A2B.1C 6. Pathmanathan Bavalan
7A.1B.,1C.1S 7. Sriskandarajah Sunanthan
7A.2B,1S 8. Thirukkumaran Thusiyanthan
7A.2B.1S 9. Varatharasa Antonysahayarasa

10. Rajenthiram Vannan

1. Kaneshamoorthy Kavithan
2. Sivaraman Sujan

3. Kanthasamy Ramm

4. Thammalingam Thirukkoulan
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Given below is the text of the speech delivered
by the Principal Mr. N. Theivendrarajah,
covering Teachers’ strength, number of students,
on Religious, Educational & cultural
associations, on PPAs’College development
Society, Trust Fund & vote of thanks.
Co-Curricular activities are covered separately.
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Prize- giving cay Speeeh
made by Mr. S. Balachandran, the Chief —Guest




Mr. Balachandran, the veteran member of the
PPA was invited by the College Authorities to
grace the occasion as the Chief guest for both
the College day & Prize —giving day. He was
warmly received at the point where the Arthiady
Road & Courts Road meet and conducted to
the Church Hall where the function was held.
The College band was in attendance.

“It gives me great pleasure to address all the
Parents, well wishers, Past students & current
students on this important day for the College.
It is the accepted practice of the Colombo PPA
to accord every student who obtains 4 As’ then
& 3As’now a Gold medal. This is to show our
appreciation to the students and as an impetus
for the next batch of students. All the recipients
must endeavour to join as life members of the
PPA. On your passing out from the University

does your relationship with your Alma Mater
cease to exist 7 The dedicated Teachers under
the guidance of the Principal spared no pains
to make you what you are and all what they
expect from you is to reciprocate to continuously
uplifi the College.

I also wish to make a humble request to the
Principal. to enforce the discipline of the
Pooranampillai era and to progress in study .
to keep par with Ratnasabapathy era.

1 also to thank the Teachers & the Principal for
the very good results of fortytwo students
entering University even amidst turmoil
condition. He drew the attention of the students
to inform that the fees paid to an International
School for one term is higher than the total
spending for the school career. Therefore
whatever the position you may hold in your life,
and the country you are domiciled in, the
College matters should always be in the
forefront of your mind due to the training &
education you received. He also humbly
requested the Principal to remain at Hartley
College till he retires, without seeking further
promotions.

With this he concluded . His speech in Tamil at
the College Day appears below.

College cay Speech

By the Chief Guest Mr.Balachandran

seoarfulel GaTLESWD, susmiFd,
2570, JADFTMEN , FTHMM
gD D Fiwae JFakubsr(H
AF|TH GaTLiyswLw Flud se,
SFANuisai, safl aPDEIWTH
Giosiienibujld AL QUMD LOTSEUTS6IT
gs0Baunpe CFIHE DRSS RUHBTSH
s0Tfl Fasmss CasramiLTBHausm
USTTHFHOI_ L Se0alsd FTUSGHF Gaumw
M SLOLTMT(GHLD.

18380 oyewmi(p S80S
Gar L swellg s, sumizssy afllL
asnsa5HSGTw Unmi Guiflausd,

ol e

- P g @1 m
ANEHGRTHN ML FHDGFH IT0LIBT&N AL'h

allishshTsNd STTWTS  Wellgsnaus s

LoTTagsd anrTlsl, D1HCUTaH] aaiGmeamiD
Henanada] Gausmi(ho. Geusvelius Hagen
urLFTensowrsaw Usisti aprlefs
s T lwrsays Heum swBuras
SAFUT HaNTHS sLenwwrm o,
urtLsreanaullsi yUsPULES DaUd5
(peisNTel, @BBAST B UT ST
BimasH0 GQumsnwiur  Geuswi (HO.
Bauizsit 1T apTlsds ssoaurfulsy Sevsl
DM sNDMGUIEDEITD aImKS GFSIMTID
anTl sfuial enwhaTHs sisimy GaFmsoail
GuHsNUUL.  SHEUSHEUTHSI.

aflgh sprsmUiUTLFTHOWLTIS BB 3

o)

- o

~ 2 - - =
ST iInIT s ATa) T & &Alé m 3 alin
SHTZIUINS drs SianDsaaiio

uflemflg sy GQuup uysewww GuDnm



Boomns P 2 oadHar Guiiw
BTHSeMa) FalL HTWID HOE B1E
(OF: 5 E o BT 30 E T

200 HITODTeRige) So0 Tl ws
sLRaT5H3 FuTsaisnL B FeomedLw
Guuirssnens GO HE Famsomd. Gagyl
Siaui sei, aflsmsnwrl B35 smpuilsd
heliyensussd STOISID DIGUTHEI, SOSHIL &
(papuiGs GHIL SHUDTHLD , PUOBHD
SISTUSIDNDUID FHR HIHDSTID SHetene
aifiusfdasd Garemi yrsmblisisnsn
SIUTHET , BHTHNOTS DT HLIOTS
S s W BITUTSS S WW
SSHHIDDDW 2TSBUD sueT565655
Sradeazunudl JeuiTsel, 2 L s0QUTHsT
26l ST SANFH SOAIESTUI
Flib5 BLITST Seuissnsmuld onHfunss
SOOIHECYs. GuT.UTRFARISID SO
SLLOuwins sTssls FlGaur®h
GurpiGuhn B@misswren BTL(HF SLpedisd
Famen Cursmosd sriumhiweuT. Once
Itold Mr.Balasingam at a H.C.Com meeting that
seven of us from the same family studied at
H.C.Citisarecord. GugnFifiuit ereCwis,
CumFfwiT FmgyietT sdalsHmpuismn
Beomiens aums QUISIPSTHIDWTENTTS
#.Coonaspraa, Beomemsuiar Gursiedwr
AFUTTS 3. TEsyenmp syram,
2 wipSwai m BB WIFIIS
sn.-Fl.aabsgerrsrmd S S80wri
USIDUSS UsDIpW LDTEeUTSame) Fe0i.

aflmemwurl (53 s puilad AT
Saparaflmiasw, FHm.-S.uehasailmiss,
KB.@rsdemuss, siflar S.farensmwur,

FH.S.swBuaeaugai, V.ozlaumawa
2, 3wt Fw Feomens FHlulled
WefiThSissnanT. SBSIaid UsT SeOaNfis
GamLi el somwad figansdlzaas
GaramiympEISaimani. FDHCuTxH BHTL(H
Bsmeosnowmsd Gurw vuShHFuTsosomosd
SIS UMLSES (PRWTDelhEEMSEI.

uUsDIpU! LDMSRIGUT IoEIDmISsT  GSTIpLDY.,
SUSWIL 631, SeNLT, SiajevdHCreiun (Sysi)
N.S.W., Victoria, Guraim GLmisarilsd
Buwmidl & Gxisz Hartley Trust osm s
emrdmaniads CHTmIRmHIIMTTIS.

Fovo emiGEenTs uflenF GOUySeT
Ws5HHUSLTS aubsl GaTamypLUUSSS
STSNE FQUSTESsTNH. ASUT
2Nsmauitn Bz alujorss Gafiba
Garsialissl. 615 sufieid sujl(Hid &1sim
FpsmaGur® WTSHUT S@EHIO ,
D FTUWITHEHD, ASUGLD CFUISL HIDSENST
BlenmBeum fls GaTewi gHaE Eprd Sei.
GaxTLiBa easals BLEHFLSEHSGLD
gL QGarLrs soallullaw generw
simnasiiond Ursndiss sonflaws
2 misenenasuanTud Gsuswiy HHACmsi.
SiIFuflsl SIS LL|D, FHalJSHmBUD
CurmmisuGan(B SeuT STeudHs0 Wswi(HLD
em GurhsTew 2 msurslL Geuswiyg
pDSSiCoai. 2B PIBVUSIETS
2 BSEHS s 0TE HBai gl G
slenL QuMBsiGmesi.
HeIN SUSIBBID.






College Annual Inter-House Athletic meet was held on 3* March 2007. Former Principal
Mr V. Pathmanathan was the Chief Guest . The position of the Houses were as follows:-

Kanapathypillai 347  points
Paulpillai 331
Abraham 302
Thamotheram 238
Sherrard 162

Best performance of the meet was 100m under 15 of S. Janakan 13.45 seconds.

( equalize the record.)

Discuss under 17 V. Hariharan 40.50m ( New ground record)

COCURRIGULAR ACTTVITIES.2007

CRICKET

Hartley entered the Jaffna Cricket Association Tournament.
Under 17. played five matches lead in the first innings against St John’s, Skanda & Union.
Under 15 also entered the tournament and lead in the 1¥ innings in both.

Under 19 did not play due to ground situation.

VOLLEY BALL.

Under 18 came third in the Vadamaradchy Division

CHESS TOURNAMENT

Under 19 & 15 came 1% & 2™ in the Provincial level.

Seven players under 19 & 15 were selected for National level but due to unsettled conditions did

not come to Colombo.

PHYSICALTRAINING

Came first in the Zonal level

News albout [Hardleyites”
One Day International -WORLD CUP - 2007.

All the Cricket lovers must be relaxing only now
after breaking sleep continuously at nights to
watch the World Cup 2007 and the pressure
was feverish high for most. Although Sri Lankan
Cricketers lost only at the finals they were
victors all the way up to the Finals. Even in the
finals there is a consolation they lost to a Team,
which cannot be subdued by any other Team in
this Tournament and who are superior in all
departments of the Game and who are real
Professionals.

10

The O.B.A. Colombo Branch has a dual
happiness in this World Cup for not only it made
all of us to sit at the edge of the seats but one of
our Vice-Presidents is also the Senior Vice —
President of the Interim Board of Control of
Cricket in Sri Lanka and he is none other than
Mr. G MATHYVANAN the omni —potent,
who was at the venue of the World Cup at the
Caribbean. He enjoyed together with other
executive Officials of the Cricket Board the
hospitality of the Organizing Committee of the



Caribbean Cricket Board. It is indeed a rare &
a once and for all life chance to be an invitee for
such an event of gigantic proportion In
quantitative terms about 1.5 billion people
watched the Cricket matches on the electronic
media while about 3.5 billion are glued to the
T/V for Soccer World Cup and about 4.5 billon
tune in their T/V when Olympics is on.

It is not surprising how “Mathy * as he is
affectionately called, is well received by the
highestin the Land yet he is very humble in life
& noble in thought. As once it was reported in
the “News Letter” the( Interim ) Board of
Control for Cricket in Sri Lanka is an exclusive
preserve of the Aristocrats of the Major
Community in Sri Lanka. However, the
prestigious nomination to the Interim Cricket
Board outside his business career, only cast
luster on his many faceted personality.

On their return the Cricketers were accorded a
very warm welcome by the Cricket loving
masses of Sri Lanka at the Airport & en route
to Colombo who braved the weather, when the
sky opened up, and gave vent to their feeling.
MrMathyvanan again made the Vote of Thanks
at the meeting which was arranged by the Sports
Ministry. In briefing the news media in his Official
capacity, he made no scapegoat for the defeat
in the final run up for the World Cup but he only

feit that for the next Worid Cup o be staged in

the Asian cricket playing Nations that there will
be a void created by the senior experienced
players, calling it a day, which has to be filled
by capable youths from the length & breadth
of the Island. Gone are the days when the Sni
Lanka cricket team is selected from the elite
Colombo Schools.

By being appointed to the Interim Board of
Control for cricket in Sri Lanka, Mr.
Mathyvanan has brought honour to his Alma
Mater. No others from the North had this rare
privilege bestowed on them. In a befitting
manner the Executive Committee unanimously
decided to felicitate this unassuming personality.
when the A.GM is held on 29th July 2007.and
award him a Plaque.

The photograph depicts Mathy along with other
officials of Cricket Board including Duleep
Mendis looking through telescope for a
prospective cricket coach for Sri Lanka in
preparation for the World Cup 2011, to be
staged in the cricket playing Nations of Asia.

MrMATHY VANAN is very much in the news
being almost daily heard over the SLBC as the
Spokesman of the Board of Control in St
Lanka briefing new developments in Sri lanka
Cricket Team & matches to be played & being
played.
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Probably there isno branch of study left without
being mastered by some student or other in the
annals of the history of Hartley College. Most
students wish to enter the hallowed portals of
the Medical Faculty of the University of
Colombo, but for brainy Mathematics students
nothing short of Engineering Faculty. There are
students who have wits and have a flair for the
Language who choose Law. In this field, while
most prefer to be in the Bar there are few erudite
Legal Scholars who by birth are sound in
Jjudgment, who wish to adore the Bench and by
their unstinted service dispense Natural Justice
& Rule of Law flawlessly.

One such eminent personality is Justice
Anandacoomaraswamy. Only three Legal
luminaries have adorned the highest seat of
administering Justice from the original Point
Pedro Electorate stretching from
Thondamanaru to Karaveddi and they are Late
Justices Dr. H.W.Thambiah , Late
Sriskandarajah & now Justice
Anandacoomaraswamy amidst us. Only one
Hartleyite has become a Supreme Court Judge
and that honour falls on Justice
Anandacoomaraswamy. One common factor
among all these three Supreme Court Judges is
that the first two were men of letters especially
in the field of Law and the cool composed
stature which atiribute is equally possessed by
Justice Ananadacoomaraswamy.

Hartley College has the hogour of doing the
spade work in making Justice
Anandacoomaraswamy to continue in the field
chosen by him guided by our revered Principal
& Teachers. He was bomn in to a reputed family
where it has become a tradition to take up to
the Legal Profession. Therefore the choice
came to him spontaneously. His grand father
was a practicing Lawyer at Anuradhapura ata
time, when the importance of English Language
was not realized by many Northerners® and
when the writer was as young as 8 year old.
His oné uncle was a Village Tribunal President
whilst the other was the District Judge Jaffna.
The stepping stone for an untarnished
distinguished career was laid when he was
successful in his Master of Laws ( Colombo )
in the year 1960 He was admitted & enrolled
as an Advocate of the Supreme of Ceylon
( now Sri- Lanka ) in 1960

The period from 1966 to 1998 witnessed the
graphical rise of Mr. Anandacoomaraswamy.
He rose up from a Magistrate to District Judge
and then High Court Judge. There was no
travesty of justice. Especially after becoming
High Court Judge, he acquitted himself with
distinction and statesmanlike handling of the
cases and endeared himselfboth to the Bar &
Litigants. This earned him reputation from the
highest in the Land.

He was promoted a Judge of the Court of
Appeal which eamed him the title “Justice “and
soon became the President of the Court of
Appeal. The highest point in his Legal career
came by his way when he was appointed a
Judge of the Supreme Court by Her Excellency
the President of Sri Lanka. In addition to this
exalted position he was also appointed as a
Member of the Judicial Service
Commission(1996 to 1998) and a Member of
the Council of Legal Education.

His Public life did not come to an end when he
retired as a Supreme Court Judge. He was hand
picked by her Excellency again to Head the
Bribery Commission. ( 1999 to 2004 )




He has the unique distinction of being called for appointment by two different Presidents’ of Sri [ anka
for exalted appointments. He was appointed as the Chairman of the Human Rights Commission of Sri
Lanka by the incumbent His Excellency the President. Although it is a pre-requisite to have been
Supreme Court Judge to be appointed as Chairman of both Bribery Commission & Human’s Rights
Commission, the appointments bear special significance .All those involved in bribery and those who
consider that there is violation of Human Rights will have to Appear before him, unlike when he was a
Supreme Court Judge where only the litigants had to go before him to get justice What a fantastic &
proud achievement for this soft spoken free going simple & affable Justice. He will be long remembered
by the legal fraternity.

We also wish him many more years of usefual service.

» M Velupillal Mahathevan

Hartley College has the unique distinction in
having in her alimony Hartleyites who have
excelled in their chosen field of career. There is
hardly any field in which they have not shown
their prowess in, either locally or intenationally.
Mr. Velupillai Mahathevan is one such person
who is leading his firm “Pyramid Air Services
Limited “ througha boom period. He is a
high-flier in the Air Travel Trade

Mr. Mahathevan who was at Hartley from 1947
to 1956 is a Graduate who could have opted
for the plum posts in the Government sector or
as an Executive in a Bank then, but his inner
feelings yearned for him to do a better service
to the fellow beings in general and in particular
to People of Vadamaradchchy. Disregarding job
opportunities, for University qualified youths
then, he was a pace-setter in private

entrepreneurship and ventured into Air Travel
Trade, in which he is excelling now and second
to none, in the speedier & efficient service
provided.

His Company has gone through gigantic stride
with the passage of time to become a household
name in Colombeo. It is the automatic choice
for people of Jaffna when they decide to take
wings to dial Pyramid Air Services Limited and
travel deal is completed over the phone. The
Company is thus well geared to handle state of
the art bookings. Mr Mahathevan stands head
above shoulder due to the rare distinction in
adhering to perfect business ethics. He never
diversified his activities when opportunities were
aplenty in his way with the exodus of Tamil
population to mint money. But he stood to his
principle viz - a— viz legitimate business and
served the Community at large, reaping
reasonable profit to him also.

In the whole of his career Mr Mahathevan
was guided by the best traditions of Hartley
College of service to others, dedication to work
and non-exploitation of others. Therefore his
rise in the travel trade is meticulous. The service
is offered even to the extent of getting the tickets
delivered to your Office if you are in Fort.
Further his firm gives perfect travel solution to
its large & reputed clientele.

He has now been appointed as the “President
“of the Travel AgentsAssociation of Sri Lanka.
which represents the interest of all travel
agencies large, medium & small in Sri Lanka.



The Association wields tremendous power &
influence & is consulted on major policy
decisions taken by the Government in shaping
the Travel & Tourism Industry in Sri Lanka. Mr
Mahathevan continues to be an active & dynamic
personality in the [ATA of which he was the
President in 2004.

His services to PPA of Hartley College Colombo
Branch starts from very young days as he came
to Colombo. He actively involved himselfand is
a live wire of the Association. Be it fund rising
or giving constructive criticism at Ex- Co
meetings marked by cohesiveness, candour, and
clarity or when meeting present students at
various functions at Colombo he is always in
the forefront. He was in Ex-Co, as member,
Vice- President, President and now a Vice-
Patron. Be it his Office or the Association
activities he is in a position to give undivided

attention for the betterment as he is free from
want & expeniencing the better side of life, and
his responsibilities to the children are over, both
of whom are well settled in life in the footsteps
of the father.

His services are also remembered for the
number of donations he has given in the form of
sending books to the School and meeting the
expenses of present students at Colombo and
occasionally sponsoring the publication of the
“News Letter * inclusive of postage. The
Association is now on a steady footing due to
the untiring work of stalwarts like Chella, Bala
,Maha Mathy , Nithy & Rama, to name a few.

.We wish this unassuming affable personality
many more years of useful service to our
Association & Public and to guide the destinies
of the Travel Agents Association.

M. C.Bananaiinams,

Hartley College produced men of eminence in
varied fields. Accountancy Profession is one
such in which Accountants who have passed
out are holding very high position having their
own Companies or as Financial Directors in
Corporate Bodies& even in World Bodies.
Mr A. Tharmaratnam is an Accountant at the
World Bank based in Washington, US.A..In
the footsteps of this great personality Mr
Gananathan also has earned reputation as a
Group Director at Maharaja Organization a
Corporate Body of no mean repute. The
astonishing & incredible feat about the
achievement of this comparatively young
Director is how fast he achieved it.

He was bom into an illustrious family in Puttalai,
Puloly South a Village which is a perennial
source of brainy students. The educational
pursuits for children bom in these families come
naturally, and they have only to follow their
elders who would have excelled in studies and
reaping the benefits of higher education. His
elder brothers & brothers- in- laws are
renowned authorities in their chosen fields. This
family background would have given a
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tremendous impetus for the younger in the family
to further his own academic excellence.

Mr Gananathan had his entire education from
Hartley and received the necessary foundation
to enter the University where he chose Maths
& Physics combination for his degree. He
passed out in 1973 & joined the Maharaja
Group in 1977. Usually it is the particular
individual who has “Fortune “ smiling on him to
get a good break. But in this instance it should
be the other way about where the Company
stood to benefit tremendously by Mr
Gananathan’s dynamism & leadership. He
successfully completed The Institute Of
Chartered Accountants Final Examination in
1983, in which year he capped his achievement
by obtaining the CIMA degree too. Having
obtained his highest qualification in Accountancy
backed by a degree in Mathematics there was
no stopping in his spearheading the rapid growth
of the Company whilst . diversifying its
activities.

He rose to great heights when he was
handpicked by the dynamic Managing Director



Mr. Raja Mahendram to head the Country Office
at Hong Kong and he took his posting in 1993
and was at the helm there till 2002. The
ascendancy on the ladder of success is not to
be over for this unassuming, humble & simple
personality- the attributes always associated
with self made men- when he was voted as the
best EXECUTIVE in the year 2000. Ata grand
ceremony held at the BMICH the coveted prize
was awarded to him. which is once in a life time
event and would never be forgotten till vou breath
your last.

Now at the zenith of his career he has been

appointed as the Group Director with the perks
that go with this type of appointment of

bungalows & luxury vehicles all expenses bome
by the Company. In all these rise to fame &
popularity Mr. Gananathan has steadfastly
maintained the glorious tradition of the Hartley
College of being simple in outlook with high
ideals & accessible to all. In his private life he
maintainsa low profile, despite his professional
excellence & social standing. He should
become the hero & role model to the present
day students and his life story & success must
be taken to the heart to be successful in life.

Note by Editor: Duo to exigencies of
service , Mr. Gananathan is not accessible
, to get his photograph

i, Sulbramaniam Sefkunaraja,

At a time when Computer Technology was
unheard of at Point Pedro, there is an Art Special
Trained Teacher who took a bold step of
introducing Information Technology and bring
about an innovation in the Educational field in
the early eighties. He is Mr S. Satkunarajah who
is the man behind “ Ranyas Graphics & S Print
*“who is responsible for printing our “News Letter
* from the inception at half the cost, of what it
would have cost to us had we approached any
other printers’.

Mr Satkunarajah has now shot into prominence
. of having been appointed as an Assistant
Director of Education, Western Province and
based at former Green Path Office, Provincial
Office. Although the prospects of further
promotions are on the card if the Ministry
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appointment is taken he is undecided due to
the fact of being at ease & relaxed atmosphere
at Provincial Office.

Of the only twenty eight Tamils selected Island
wide, he and another applicant are the two to
be promoted from Colombo.He sat for the
S.L.E.A.S Exam in Feb 2006 and qualified for
further higher promotions. Prior to this
appointment, at the beginning of this year he
was appointed as Colombo Zone Teacher in
Service Advisor. He also qualified forthe [.S.A
Exam in Jan 2006.

He hails from “Viyaparimoolai “ in Point Pedro
and was a student at Hartley from 1974 to
1981 and at the end of the School career
entered Training College and obtained his art
Special Trained Certificate. His first
appointment was at Hartley College, and when
he was teaching he developed a spontaneous
liking for the Computer world which with the
passage of time he was to serve the Jaffna
district in its entirety. He ventured into the then
unknown field with the backing to the hilt of
Mr. Ponnambalam, the then deputy Principal
of the College. He remembers with gratitude
Mr. Ponnambalam for the fillip & guidance given
and allotting time during college hours to take
initiative to introduce the new Technology at
College & Point Pedro, to the betterment of



the Students. Whilst at College . on the computer.
he pninted G.C.E (O/L) Art Book Full Syllabus
. and a staggering 11,000 (eleven thousand)
books were sold, which made him a household
name among the Teachers and students alike.

But his services to Hartley College and the
locality are best remembered more due to the
computer literacy he spearheaded among the
leading teachers and Tutorials Centers. He is
applauded for creating an awareness among the
student population of the leading role to be
played by computer in the emerging society.
He was essentially a self made man in this field
picking up the threads of this new field, by
intrinsic self application, and not under the
tutelage of some one. He first studied the
software & then the hardware and was the only
source to supply question papers to the teachers

for the exams and prepared the tutorials for
Tutonals centers for pre university classes.

As the popularity grew with passage of time his
services were sought after by leading teachers
Schools and even Government A gencies. and
U.N agencies like UNICEF, and NGO SIDA
Therefore his services were sougst Peninsula
wise. A void was created in Point Pedro when
he was transferred to Puwakpitiya in 1999.

At 44years of age this appointment is only a
stepping stone for greater honours to be
bestowed on him in the years to come. Itis the
wish of the Hartleyites for him to continue his
chosen past time of the Press & computer
Technology hand in hand with his new
appomtment without being an interruption to his
Official duties. His story of success underlines
the cardinal principle that endurance &
perseverance is richly rewarded.
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Noble in thought & Gentle at heart..
Mr Kanagasabai Ganeshalingam

Hartley College situated at the Northern
most part of the Island Nation shot to
prominence by dedicated & committed
Principals & equally good Teachers who
turned out students into various branches of
study & fields. Mr Ganeshalingam is one

such personality who became the Mayor of
Colombo and has the distinction of being only
the fourth Tamil Mayor next to Late Sir
Ratnajothy Saravanamuttu ( First Ceylonese
Mayor ) Late Dr Jim Ratnam & Late Mr
Rudra.

Bom into a reputed family in Puloly, he had his
early education under the tutelage of Late Mr.
Pooranampillai & his able Teachers at Hartley
College. The passion for Politics took a firm
root in him from young days as a direct influence
of the close association his Lawyer Father had
with the renowned Lawyer from the Tamil
Community the Late GGPonnambalam . The
latter’s silver tongued oratory in English & the
eloquent manner he conducted the criminal
cases left an indelible impression on late Mr.
Ganeshalingam’s life. A spontaneous urge
towards the great Orator slowly but steadily
drew the late Ganeshalingam into the former’s




political ideologies, thus starting the hidden
political fervor in him even when he was young.

After the School career he had no difficulty in
entering the University. At the University he was
more involved in Union activities . He then
Joined Ford Rhodes & Thomton and leamt the
salient features in Accounting & Auditing. On
leaving the Auditing Firm he had a short stint
with Ceylon Tobacco Corporation, but his inner
urge was for him to start his own business. He
ventured into Garments Export Industry and due
to conscientious work, and detail to attention
he prospered well having to his credit eight
Factories spread out in Ratmalana, Mundel &
Vavuniya. He never faltered his Customers as
he steadfastly stood to business ethics. However
the mundane business of making money for
betterment of self attracted him little. Most of
the eamings were spent on various Organization
like even the Vivekananda Society & Literary
& Cultural Associations.

The love he had for his Alma —Mater knew no
bounds. From the inception when the PP.A.
Hartley College Colombo Branch ran into
difficulties of meeting the ends, he would
spontaneously offer a helping hand. Those were
the days when there were not much
Philanthropists amidst us in the Association.
Apart from various Scholarship Funds he
inaugurated and donated big sums, he came to
the rescue of the Association. whenever we fell
short of funds in our A.GM. Meetings or any
such events. By all sense he was a pillar of
strength to the Association.

There was always one major problem that was
in his mind and that was the National Problem

and he was yeaming for a meaningful solution
but unfortunately during his lifetime he could not
Theextenttowhichhecommandedmpectﬁom
People of all walks of life was amply

demonstrated in a well attended funeral.
Important personalities from major parties
attended and paid glorious tributes in their
funeral orations. There were messages of
condolence received from His Excellency the
President, the former President & Leader of

the Opposition.

Most important achievement by him as Mayor
was that he transformed the overdraft balance
in the Bank, to credit balance of Rs.
5.000,000/= of the Colombo Municipal
Council, in terms of the opposition Leader of
the C.M.C, Mr, Vasudeva Nanayakkara.

He was a Financial Wizard, which factor
enabled him to be taken into the vortex of the
Party heirachchy, which prompted them to
appoint him as the Treasurer of UN.P. His
achievements speak for themselves & he
brought an unparalleled degree of dignity,
courtesy, fairness, candour, and complete
integrity to everything he did.

He was very much a man of the masses that he
would never miss to grace any function, if
invited, with his better half, and would add a
glamour to the function with his characteristic
laughter and interesting anecdotes. He was
never class conscious.

He could have lived aPeer’slife with all the

riches he possessed, but his happiness was to
see that others too lived happily, he wanted the
bright students whose studies are stalled due to
financial constraints to continue their study, for
which he started the Scholarship funds. He did
not get involved in Politics for the platoon of
Security men, or fleet of vehicles or the Foreign
tours and other perks the powerful Politician
will get but with the inner feeling to alleviate the
sufferings of the Tamil Community. He was a
humanist, a Financial Wizard and a benevolent
Politician.

To the bereaved Family we extend our heartfelt
sympathies.



Latte Prefiessor Thurairajah - Oraticn

Professor M .Nadarajasundaram , Dean of the Faculty of Management at the University of
Jaffna, delivered the late Professor A.Thurairajah oration at the American Mission College Uduppiddy.
The keynote of his addres was twofold , of evaluating the Academic eminence of the late Professor, and
his contribution to the Universities in Sri Lanka with special referrence to the Jaffna University. Whilst at
the academic staff of the University at various levels how he had immensely contributed to the research
on “ Strain Properties & Strength Characteristics of Soils™

He had highlighted late Professor’s services to the Jafina University during his six years as the Vice-
Chancellor He was instrumental in upgrading the Agricultural faculty at Ramanathan College & instrumental
in appointing a Professor of Civil Engineering, for the establishment of the Faculty of Engineering. He

concluded saying that with such academic brilliance, he was very humane with fellow beings.
(Note:- Due to space constraint , the full text will appear in the next issue)

Friencly cricket chcounter.

Matale science College.

The Town famous for sports in Sri Lanka after
Colombo, is MATALE in the hills, as well known
to sports loving people. Set in the salubrious
climate with lush vegetation, the people born in
this hilly town do possess an excellent
temperament, unlike those bom in places of
humidity & wvarm temperature. Their famous
sport from years of yore is Hockey. In complete
contrast to other parts of Sri Lanka people of
all ethnic groups and professing varied religions
, all live in absolute harmony. Indeed is a rare
honour to Matale.

As often quoted in this news letter a great
educationalist Late Mr Ratnasabapathy was
instrumental to bring Hartley College far away
in the North to closer links with Science College
in Matale in the Hills. This is now firmly
cemented by the Alumni of both leading

The PPA Matale Science College in the past
years is awarding scholarship to a student
entering Engineering faculty from Hartley
College, at Rs. 1,000/= per month for the
duration of the course. At the end of the fourth
year this works out to Rs. 4,000/= per month
for four students.

Matale Science College has now reached very
high standards in the sphere of education and
is almost good as Royal or even better judged
by performance in O/L & A/L/ examinations.
The results are stupendous. The dedicated work

commenced by Late Mr Ratnasabapathy & his
team is continued under the tutelage of the
present Principal.

The President Mr. Basnayake is in constant
touch with our President to have a friendly
cricket match & get together. Although at the
ex-Co meeting it is agreed in principle for the
proposal of Mr Basnayake, there are other
hassle of selecting the correct age group to play
cricket, and the time constraint etc as a good
part of the time is taken for traveling between
two places either by own vehicle or public
transport. The greatest impediment faced by the
0.B_A. is youngsters who are reluctant to join
& even if they do, not prepared to shoulder
responsibilities. There is a gap created between
the present ex-co & the young ones, and the
youngsters are equally faced with the problem
of communication gap. The enthusiasm of the
yesteryears are conspicuous by their absence,
in the present day youngsters . It is only at the
A.G M. that show of strength of the youngsters
could be seen, after which it is a rarity to see
them involved in the activities. This briefly sums
up why the get-together is not a reality yet.

This is equally an arduous task for the present
office —bearers as fund raising. Unless the
youngsters are trained along side the seniors a
vacuum will be created, when the seniors call it
aday.




Chella = Re- Accounts

In the December 31% 2006 issue, it was stated
that the accounts of the Association was
streamlined by Mr. Thiruneelakandan when he
functioned as the Treasurer. The onerous task
included tracing details of Fixed Deposits that
were lying at the Bank of Ceylon Metropolitan
Branch which at a point even the Bank officials
could not help him. At one of the Executive
Committee meeting the members passed a
resolution unanimously expressing their
commendation & appreciation to Mr.

Thiruneelakandan.

This topic was carried as a news item. There
was never an intention to underrate the good
work done by the predecessors. Besides the
earlier finances of the Association was looked

after by a high ranking Treasury Official, who
had to give his undivided attention to
implementing the Fiscal Policy of the
Government of the day. It is praiseworthy that
amidst this high responsibility, he was looking
after the finances of the Association too. He is
a stalwart in the making of the Association, just
after the period of the famous Vairamuthu era.
in compiling the Colombo members’ Directory,
spearheading membership drive etc.

It was never intended to inflict injury to the mind
of anyone, but more of a motivation into doing
selfless service for an Association engaged in
the Alma Mater’s service. However had it
caused pain of mind to any one, the
misrepresentation of the fact is regretted.

Boals to the College Library,

The leading Schools could be judged by the
quality of their libraries. Hartley College was
fortunate that the Principals who adorned the
Chair were Educationalist, who furnished the
library which are of immense value especially
for students when they come to pre-university
classes. It is said of late Mr. Ratnasabapathy
that he took the principal ship on the stride and
the library & the laboratory were his haven.

After the unfortunate event of the library being
reduced to ashes, it is being re-built by co-
ordination of the Principals who succeeded and
the alumni especially foreign based ones. On our
part books to the value of Rs.96,000/= are to
be supplied. Of this the incumbent principal took
some books and another lot was taken by Mr
Balachandran on his last trip. The hassles are

more, than thought to be, of transporting the
books. There isaceiling placed on luggage by
local airlines. Besides flights are not regular
depending on the ground situation and the
confirmation of tickets too present problem.
This sums up why all the books have not been
sent.

With all this hazards the performance of the
students this time both GC.E. O/L & A/L/ are
praiseworthy of exceeding 80 % in O/L.,
especially when the results island is a mere 48%
and has been brought to the notice of His
Excellency. But the sheer dedication of students
and teachers alike cannot be deterred by any
outside factor. Please see elsewhere for detail
results of O/L.




A generous clee@cl

In the last issue of the newsletter it was
highlighted that quite a tidy sum is expenged in
bringing out the news letter publication. It is a
continuous process so that the expense will recur.
In describing the scope of the newsletter any
voluntary contribution was solicited from
members who wish to contribute for a worthy
cause. There was a solitary response received
from one of the Pioneer members of the Canada
O.B.A. ,and he is none other than Dr.
Shanmugavadivel. He adorned the Chair of

president in Canada at the initial stages of the
Association there.

For Sri Lankans domiciled abroad whose eaming
capacity is in Dollars, to meet our commitment
in Sri Lanka Rupees is peanut for them. But
we must be cognizant of the fact that he equally
spends for well being of the Association there
and what of the Canadian Fund for infra
structural activities of the College.

We express our grateful thanks for responding
to our request and wish others too to follow suit

AGM-2007

The Annual General Meeting of the
Hartley College Past Pupils’ Association of the
Colombo Branch will be held on 29* July 2007,
Sunday at the Global hotel of the Global Tower,
at Marine drive Wellawatte, COLOMBO -06.
The ticket is priced at Rs. 900/=and is obtainable
from the President ( Mr. Rajanayagam ),
Secretary ( Dr. Kathiravetpillai ) Treasurer

( Mr. Balasurendran ) M/s Balachandran,
Mahathevan & Vishnukanthan.

Fellowship will be from 9.00 AM and the lightning
of the traditional oil lamp will be at 10°0 clock.
A.GM. will be followed by lunch. The Principal
of the College Mr. Theivendrarajah will grace
the occasion.

SIPONSORSHIP

The publication of “News Letter™ as at 30th June 2007, sponsored by Mr.Thiruneelakandan, which
covers postage as well. The members of the Ex-Committee wish to thank Mr Thiruneelakandan as this
is the fifth consecutive time he is sponsoring.

MEMBERS DIRGCTORY

A new members’ directory has been compiled by the sub-committee comprising of M/s Rajanayagam,
Mahathevan & Balachandran. The directory is under print. From the original 750 members the membership
is now reduced to 250, the chief reason being most members have migrated overseas for security &

greener pasture and a few members have passed away.

OBITTUARYY

Mrs Puwaneswary Maniccathyagarajah mother
of Dr. Ramajeyam passed away on 11® May
2007.Two minutes silence was observed at the
Committee meeting on 13® may 2007 as a mark
of respect. As is customary on a selected day
dinner was supplied on behalf of the PPA
Colombo Branch. Dr Ramajeyam is a very active
member and has given prop to the Association
many a time.

We express to the members of the bereaved
family our deepest sympathies.

2) Mr V.Muthucumaraswamy father of Mr. M.
Raveendrakumar expired on 2* June 2007.As
A mark of respect two minutes silence was
observed at the Committee meeting held on 24*
June 2007. At Mr. Raveendrakumar’s request
no meals were supplied. He is another long
standing member of the Association and the
Secretary last year.

His assistance is eagerly awaited by the
Association when the Annual General Meeting
is round the corner. We express our grief to the
members of the bereaved family.



